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Climate Change Negotiation-Hinges 2017 

Event Name 
Climate Change Negotiation 

Duration 
2 hours 

Event Overview 
Research shows that many people, including highly educated adults with substantial training in 

science, technology, engineering, or mathematics, misunderstand the fundamental dynamics of 

the accumulation of carbon and heat in the atmosphere. Such misunderstandings can prevent 

decision-makers from recognizing the long-term climate impacts likely to emerge from specific 

policy decisions.  

Furthermore, people charged with making decisions related to climate change – climate 

professionals, corporate and government leaders, and citizens – may understand the emissions 

reduction proposals of individual nations (such as those proposed under the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change process) but lack tools for assessing the likely 

collective impact of those individual proposals on future atmospheric greenhouse gas 

concentrations, temperature changes and other climate impacts. 

The 2015 United Nations Climate Change Conference, COP 21 or CMP 11 was held in Paris, 

France, from 30 November to 12 December 2015. It was the 21st yearly session of the 

Conference of the Parties (COP) to the 1992 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change (UNFCCC) and the 11th session of the Conference of the Parties (CMP) to the 1997 

Kyoto Protocol.  

The conference negotiated the Paris Agreement, a global agreement on the reduction of climate 

change, the text of which represented a consensus of the representatives of the 196 parties 

attending it. The agreement will enter into force when joined by at least 55 countries which 

together represent at least 55 percent of global greenhouse emissions. On 22 April 2016 (Earth 

Day), 174 countries signed the agreement in New York, and began adopting it within their own 

legal systems (through ratification, acceptance, approval, or accession).  
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According to the organizing committee at the outset of the talks, the expected key result was an 

agreement to set a goal of limiting global warming to less than 2 degrees Celsius (°C) compared 

to pre-industrial levels. The agreement calls for zero net anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions 

to be reached during the second half of the 21st century. In the adopted version of the Paris 

Agreement, the parties will also "pursue efforts to" limit the temperature increase to 1.5 °C. The 

1.5 °C goal will require zero emissions sometime between 2030 and 2050, according to some 

scientists.  

Prior to the conference, 146 national climate panels publicly presented draft national climate 

contributions (called "Intended Nationally Determined Contributions", INDCs). These suggested 

commitments were estimated to limit global warming to 2.7 degrees Celsius by 2100. For 

example, the EU suggested INDC is a commitment to a 40 percent reduction in emissions by 

2030 compared to 1990. The agreement establishes a "global stock take" which revisits the 

national goals to "update and enhance" them every five years beginning 2023. However, no 

detailed timetable or country-specific goals for emissions were incorporated into the Paris 

Agreement – as opposed to the previous Kyoto Protocol. 

Event Description 
In this Climate Change Negotiation session, the students will be divided into 6 different groups. 

The groups will represent 6 regions.  

1. China 

2. European Union 

3. India 

4. United States 

5. Other Developed Nations: Australia, Canada, Japan, New Zealand, Russia/FSU/Eastern 

Europe, South Korea and etc. 

6. Other Developing Nations: Brazil, Indonesia, Mexico, South Africa; Other Africa, Asia, 

Latin America, Middle East, Oceania and etc.  

To Do Before the Event:  
The country’s basic background will be shared through mail one day prior to the event. Apart 

from the date given, the students will also have to read about the environmental conditions of the 

countries they represent, before attending the event.  
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To Do During the Event: 

The groups will have to negotiate amongst themselves and come out with a strategy to achieve 

the goal of Paris Climate Change Negotiation.  

Negotiating Guidelines: 

• Formulate your negotiating strategy 

– What are your vital interests?  What is politically feasible in your nation? 

– What do you need from the other nations?  What can you offer them? 

• Talk to other teams and negotiate for the best possible outcome for your group 

• Prepare a brief intervention speech to outline your intended plans 

Final Simulation 
The representatives from each region will have to do a 5 minutes oral presentation on the 

outcomes of their negotiations and give the answer for the following: 

 Emission Stop Year 

 Emission Reduction Year 

 Rate of reduction in % 

 Afforestation (Y/N) 

 Deforestation (Y/N) 

 Contribution to the Global Climate Funds in $ 

Timeline 
 10 minutes for introduction 

 20 minutes for First Round of Negotiation 

 60 minutes for Presentation of outcomes of First Negotiation 

 Conclusion  
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Rules 
 3-6 participants per team. 

 The students should prepare and come for the event. The guidelines for preparation will be 

shared one day prior to the event. 

 Students can use laptop or any other electronic gadgets during the event. 

 Students should strictly follow the timeline scheduled.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


