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(IT Is Happening At SASTRA)

Message from

VICE - CHANCELLOR

SASTRA is elated on its having
celebrated Srinivasa Ramanujan's
quasiquicentennial in a fitting
manner. SASTRA has a special
interest in Srinivasa Ramanujan who
spent most of his formative years in
Kumbakonam. SASTRA's satellite
Srinivasa Ramanujan Centre established in

campus,
Kumbakonam immortalizes his name. The centre houses a

museum of Ramanujan's works. SASTRA also purchased the
house of Ramanujan in Kumbakonam and maintains it as a
monument, visited by numerous researchers and tourists.

The culmination of the year-long celebrations was an
international conference on the 'Legacy of Srinivasa
Ramanujan' held at Srinivasa Ramanujan Centre, SASTRA,
Kumbakonam on December 14 & 15, 2012. On the occasion,
three contemporary wizards who have done path-breaking
research on Ramanujan — Prof. George E. Andrews, Prof.
Richard A. Askey and Prof. Bruce C. Berndt - were conferred
D.Sc. (Honoris causa) by SASTRA University.

The prestigious SASTRA-Ramanujan award, an annual prize
of $10,000, was presented to Prof. Zhiwei Yun of Stanford
University by Shri Jitin Prasada, Hon'ble Minister for HRD
on December22,2012.

Prof. S.K. Khanna, Former Chairman, AICTE delivered a
Knowledge Leadership Forum lecture on 'Indian Higher
Education Institutions: Issues of Governance and
Performance' on December 11, 2012. Dr. Bharat Bhushan,
Director, Distance Education Council inaugurated a two-day
workshop on 'Technology Enabled Learning for Teacher
Educators' on December 18,2012.

As part of its outreach programme, SASTRA donated
uniforms to 2580 students of 107 Anganwadis of Budalur
Panchayat Union of Thanjavur District. The Management
also donated Rs. 15 lakhs to the District Administration for
various development schemes. The Centre for Rural
Development Studies, SASTRA organized a workshop on
'Rural Health and Hygiene' in December for Anganwadi
workers, supervisors and trainers from 16 blocks of
Thanjavur.

The present issue of ITIHAS talks about these and the other
events of the quarter including achievements by students and
faculty.

Wish you a Happy and Prosperous New Year 2013.

Prof. R, Sethuraman
Vice-Chancellor
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STANFORD UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR RECEIVES
SASTRA-RAMANUJAN AWARD 2012

The 'SASTRA-Ramanujan Award 2012' was presented
to Prof. Zhiwei Yun of Stanford University by Shri Jitin
Prasada, Hon'ble Minister of State for Human Resource
Development, Government of India, on December 22,
2012 at the International Conference on the Legacy of
Srinivasa Ramanujan held in Delhi. The day was the
legendary mathematician Srinivasa Ramanujan's
birthday.

“Make maths more interesting and fun, come up with
better technology, and finally do everything else to
ensure that those that are puzzled and fail to understand
the basics of the subject might one day come to enjoy and
excel in it,” was Shri Jitin Prasada's message to the
mathematics aficionados who had gathered at the
conference. He said that the Government’s biggest
challenge is to make education inclusive for all and at the
same time to provide opportunities for prodigies like
Ramanujan who have the drive to excel in their subjects.
Prof. Krishnaswami Alladi of University of Florida,
Chairman, SASTRA Ramanujan Prize Committee, was
also present on this occasion. While accepting the award,
Prof. Zhiwei Yun assured that he would continue to work
in the areas influenced by Srinivasa Ramanujan.

Prof. R. Sethuraman, Vice-Chancellor, SASTRA, while
speaking on the occasion said that SASTRA University
would organize an Inter-School State Level Quiz

Hon'ble Minister of State for HRD Shri Jitin Prasada
presents the SASTRA-Ramanujan Award to Prof. Zhiwei Yun
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SASTRA - RAMANUJAN AWARD 2012
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Zhiwei Yun is awarded the 2012 SASTRA Ramanujan Prize for his fundamental contributions to several areas
that lie at the interface of representation theory, algebraic geometry and number theory. His work has had great
impact in each of these fields. The prize recognizes his seminal Ph. D. thesis of 2009 at Princeton University
on global Springer theory as well as two related articles: one on global Springer theory in Advances in
Mathematics in 2011 and the other on Langlands duality and global Springer theory to appear in Compositio
Mathematica. The prize also recognizes his paper on the Fundamental Lemma of Jacquet {Rallis in the Duke
Mathematical Journal in 2011, which is considered as a breakthrough and a mathematical gem.

The prize further recognizes his wonderful collaborative paper with Bao-Chau Ng6 and Jochen Heinloth on
Kloosterman sheaves for reductive groups to appear in the Annals of Mathematics, which establishes
important links with sheaf theory and geometric Langlands theory, as well as his joint article with Davesh
Maulik on the Macdonald formula for curves with planar singulaties, which will appear in The Journal fur die
Reine und Angewandte Mathematik. Finally the prize recognizes his most recent work on the uniform
construction of motives with exceptional Galois groups, which is considered to be one of the most exciting
developments in the theory of motives in the last two decades.

Zhiwei Yun was born in Changzhou, China in 1982. He showed his air for mathematics early by winning the
Gold Medal in the 41st Mathematical Olympiad in 2000 in Korea. He joined Peking University in 2000 on a
Ming-De Fellowship and obtained a bachelor's degree there in 2004. He continued his studies at Princeton
University, where he received his Ph. D. in 2009. He was Visiting Member at the Institute for Advanced Study
in 2009-10, and held the C.L. E. Moore instructorship at MIT during 2010-12. In fall 2012, he will join the
mathematics faculty at Stanford University.

Previous winners of the SASTRA Ramanujan Prize include Manjul Bhargava and Kannan Soundararajan in
2005 (two full prizes), Terence Tao in 2006, Ben Green in 2007, Akshay Venkatesh in 2008, Kathrin
Bringmann in 2009, Wei Zhang in 2010 and Roman Holowinsky in 2011. At the age of 30, Zhiwei Yun has
established himself as one of the young leaders of modern mathematics and joins the impressive list of
brilliant mathematicians who have made monumental contributions at a very young age
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Prof. R. SETHURAMAN

Vice-Chancellor
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Place : New Delhi
Date : December 22,2012
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Competition on the “Life and Works of Srinivasa
Ramanujan,” on January 20, 2013. A total prize of Rs. 5
lakh will be given to the winning teams and to the
schools to enrich the mathematics collection in the
school library.

THE SASTRA RAMANUJAN AWARD
THE SASTRA Ramanujan Award is an annual prize of $10,000
given to a mathematician not exceeding the age of 32 for
outstanding contributions to areas influenced by Ramanujan.
The age limit of 32 has been set because Ramanujan achieved
so much in his brief life of 32 years. Path breaking
achievements in mathematics, more so than in any other
discipline, are made by very young researchers and the prize is
designed to recognize and encourage brilliant young
mathematicians for their far reaching contributions. The prize
is open to mathematicians from all over the world and so it is
truly aninternational prize.

The prize was launched in 2005 and the winners are leaders in
their disciplines: Manjul Bhargava (Princeton) and Kannan
Soundararajan (Michigan) in 2005; Terence Tao (UCLA) in
2006; Ben Green (Cambridge) in 2007; Akshay Venkatesh
(Stanford) in 2008; Kathrin Bringmann (Cologne) in 2009; Wei

Zhang (Harvard) in 2010; Roman Holowinsky (Ohio State) in
2011. Thus the prize is one of the most conveted and has won
international acclaim.

The prize has been given each year in December 22
(Ramanujan's birthday) at the Srinivasa Ramanujan Center,
SASTRA University in Kumbakonam (Ramanujan's
hometown), during the annual international conference on
number theory. This year alone, in view of Ramanujan's 125th
birth anniversary, the prize was given in New Delhi on
December 22.

Srinivasa Ramanujan is a supreme example of monumental
achievement by a very young mathematician, and the prize is
one of the finest ways to foster Ramanujan's legacy and to
recognize brilliant young minds. The prize is also in line with the
commitment of SASTRA University to maintain the highest
standards in education and the development of youth.

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
ON 'LEGACY OF SRINIVASA RAMANUJAN'

An International Conference on 'Legacy of Srinivasa
Ramanujan' was organized at Srinivasa Ramanujan Centre,
SASTRA University, Kumbakonam on December 14 & 15,
2012. Dr. Rajiv Sharma, Executive Director, Indo-US
Science and Technology Forum, New Delhi inaugurated
the conference. The conference is the culmination of a
series of mathematical events which were organized
throughout the year at SASTRA University, as 2012 was
declared the “National Mathematics Year” by Prime
Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh.

«Shri Raji\g Sharma\deliveringithelinauguralfaddress

Speaking on the occasion Dr. Sharma said that India and
the United States of America have set up a lot of
collaborations in the fields of Science and Mathematics.
One of the collaborative ventures in the field of
Mathematics is the Virtual Institute of Mathematics and
Statistical Sciences (VI-MSS).

This is a new partnership that connects two US
Mathematical Sciences Institutes with several
Mathematical and Statistical Institutes in India. VI-MSS
would support joint workshops, research visits, and
graduate educational activities with support from the US
National Science Foundation, the Indo-US Science and
Technology Forum, and the Department of Science and
Technology, Government of India.

The Indo-US collaboration would create a host of thriving
“virtual” institutes in the mathematical and statistical
sciences based on collaboration primarily involving many
premier Indian institutes.

Dr. Sharma said that the works carried out in the field of
Mathematics by Srinivasa Ramanujan was amazing
considering the given young age during which he achieved
the feat. Dr. S.Swaminathan, Dean, Sponsored Research,
SASTRA, said that the University has been giving
SASTRA-Ramanujan award for the excellent work done
by young mathematicians for the past seven years.
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Speakers [
Prof. George E. Andrews, Pennsylvania State University, USA
Prof. Bruce C. Berndt, University of Illinois, USA

Prof. Richard A.Askey, University of Wisconsin, USA

Prof. Krishnaswamy Alladi, University of Florida, USA
Prof. Ole Warnaar, University of Queensland, Australia

Prof. Zhiwei Yun (Winner of SASTRA Ramanujan Award — 2012)
Stanford University, USA

Prof. Michael Hirschhorn, University of New South Wales, Australia
Prof. Ken Ono, Emory University, Atlanta, USA

Prof. S.D. Adhikari, Harish-Chandra Research Institute, Allahabad
Prof. A.M.S. Ramasamy, Pondichery University

Prof. Peter Paule, Johannes Kepler University Linz, Austria

Prof. Wadim Zudilin, University of New Castle, Australia

Prof. Atul Dixit, Tulane University, USA

Prof. R.Srikanth, SASTRA University

Mr. Robert Schneider, Emory University, USA

N VRS TRRR
Prof. George E. Andrews

SASTRA University is proud to award Prof. George E. Andrews the
Degree of Doctor of Science in recognition of his monumental
contributions to mathematics in general and for his important
research on various aspects of Srinivasa Ramanujan's work in
particular. The honoris causa also recognizes Prof. Andrews as the
unquestioned leader in the theory of partitions, his penetrating
analysis of Ramanujan's Lost Notebook and Ramanujan's mock theta

Mr. S.Subburam, SASTRA University functions, his classic 1976 book “The theory of partitions”, which is
PECIAL NVOCATION the bible in the field, his authoritative book on Special Functions
SHES COREEE & coauthored with Prof. Richard Askey and Prof. Ranjan Roy, and his
On the second day of the conference, December 15, joint work with Prof. Bruce Berndt in editing Ramanujan's Lost
2012, a Special Convocation was held in which the three Notebook in five volumes. Finally, the degree also recognizes his
contemporary wizards who have done path-breaking discovery in 1976 of Ramanujan's Lost Notebook and the dozens of
research on the works of Ramanujan were conferred the influential papers he has written since then inspired by Ramanujan's
Doctor of Science (Honoris causa) by SASTRA _Path-breaking work. )
University: Prof. George E. Andrews, Pennsylvania p N

State University, Prof. Richard A. Askey, University of
Wisconsin, Madison, and Prof. Bruce C. Berndt,
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Prof. L.Rajagoapalan, a renowned nonagenarian
mathematics teacher of Kumbakonam, conferred the
degrees in the presence of Prof. R. Sethuraman, Vice-
Chancellor, SASTRA.

After receiving the degree, Prof. Andrews said that the
occasion honoured the memory of Ramanujan on his

125th birth anniversary. He declared that Prof. Richard A. Askey

mathematicians world over have realised the importance SASTRA confers the Degree of Doctor of Science on Prof. Richard A.
of the legendary Srinivasa Ramanujan and his Askey in recognition of his far-reaching contributions in the field of
contribution in the field of Mathematics. analysis in general, and to the area of special functions in particular

where he is a father figure. The honoris causa recognizes his classic
1975 book on Orthogonal Polynomials, which s a standard reference,
his authoritative book on Special Functions co-authored with Prof.
George Andrews and Prof. Ranjan Roy, and his numerous papers in
the field of special functions, some jointly with his Ph. D. students like
James Wilson and co-workers like Goerge Gasper, which have led to
our present understanding of the role and structure of special
functions and have been instrumental in the resolution of long
standing problems like the Bieberbach conjecture. Finally the degree
recognizes his tireless and successful efforts in commissioning Paul
Granlund to make the busts of Ramanujan in connection with the
Ramanujan Centennial.
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