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Message from
VICE - CHANCELLOR

India has been making untiring efforts to
reform her higher education over a long
period of time. The fruits of her efforts
are still to become manifest. Obviously, a
wider perspective, encouraging private
universities through liberal funding for
their R&D activities may prove a break-
through for accelerating her
achievements leading to world recognition. Positive signs are
already apparent from the fact that three of our IITs finding a place
in Asia University Ranking, 2013.

The first quarter of 2013 has been a fruitful period of distinguished
activities for SASTRA. Its International Level Techno-
Management Festival, DAKSH 7 was organized for three days
from February 22, 2013. Over 3000 students from all over the
country participated in it. Inaugurating the festival, Shri K.N.
Radhakrishnan, Chief Executive Officer of TVS Motors urged the
student fraternity to put in their best efforts to maintain the
demographic advantage that India enjoys today.

The International Conference on Multidisciplinary Frontier of
Medicinal Chemistry, organised by the Dept. of Chemistry in
January 2013, discussed issues on emerging trends in designing
novel drug targets for various diseases. The School of Civil
Engineering, SASTRA organized an International Conference in
February, 2013 in which the delegates deliberated on
Infrastructural Issues. Our Centre for Advanced Research in Indian
System of Medicine (CARISM) organised Phytocongress 2013 in
March, focussing on taking up quality research in natural products
with a view to achieve the WHO goal of 'Health for All' through
natural products. On the occasion an MoU was signed between
SASTRA and University of Kansas for collaborative research.

The 9th Nani Palkhivala memorial lecture was delivered on
January 5, 2013 by Shri K. Parasaran, MP, and former Attorney
General of India. He stressed the ethical foundation of law, aiming
at the wellbeing of people at large. The second SASTRA National
Moot Court Competition on international arbitration was organized
by our School of Law during March 28 to 31, 2013. 36 teams from
across the country participated in it.

Kum. Deepa Rajagopalan, IV B.Tech. Biotechnology secured the
All India First Rank among 16,159 candidates in the Biotechnology
stream of GATE — 2013 examinations. An electrical innovation by
our students of lighting a bulb using 30,000 plus electronic
components has been submitted to Limca Book of World Records.

The present issue of ITIHAS covers these and many other
achievements of our students and schools in detail. Examinations
are round the corner. I wish all our students success in their
examinations!

Prof. R, Sethuraman
Vice-Chancellor
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DAKSH 7

DAKSH 7, the International Level Techno-Management
Festival of SASTRA, was organized from February 22-
24,2013. Shri K. N. Radhakrishnan, President and Chief
Executive Officer of TVS Motor Company, inaugurated
the event. Inaugurating the festival, Shri Radhakrishnan
urged the student fraternity to put in their best efforts to
maintain the demographic advantage that India enjoys
today. 50% of India’s population is under the age of 25
years and we have got the largest pool of English
speaking population. These advantages have to be built
on, otherwise countries like China would obliterate such
a privilege; for one Indian English learner, there are
1,000 Chinese learning English.
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Stressing that integration between industry and aca-
demia is very much essential in Indian context, he added
that many more institutions are voluntarily seeking this
kind of partnership. Planning, organization skill, leading
from the front, risk-taking and decision making are
relevant to all of us, he added. He advised the students to
gain experience. “Do not let the CTC (Cost to the
Company) decide your career. People do make a com-
pany different from others,” he added.

The events from each cluster namely BUILD,
INNOVATE, PRAKRITHI, DESIGN, INVOLVE,
CODE & SIMULATE and ENVISAGE were a perfect
mix of technicality and creativity, making DAKSH a
challenge to the participants.

DAKSH 7 provided the right stage for the engineers of
tomorrow to showcase their prowess and take back the
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Bike Show & Snake Show
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experience of a wholesome techno-management
festival. More than 3,000 students from various colleges
all over the country participated.

With some of the most extravagant and challenging
events like Smart Cities, House of Wax, Arjuna or
Abhimanyu (which featured a track of 256 square
meters), Lineless Follower, Solariser, Keystone,
Vaayuratha, etc., DAKSH7 lived up to the standard of its
very own theme, Mahabharata. The very idea of
DAKSH running on the lines of Mahabharata stems
from the various notable events that derived inspiration
from the epic reign.

The highlight of the fest was the robotic warfare
conceived by two final-year students, Bharadwaj Bond-
ili and Karthik Molluru and four third-year students Ravi
Kiran, Swaroop, Aniketh and Raghava. Military
formations of 'Padmavyuham' and *Chakravyuham' men-
tioned in the Indian epic were staged. At the event, the
participant who cleared the maze by cracking hurdles
emerged the winner.

The bike stunt show was the 2‘
wrap up show of DAKSH 7. -
The audience was amazed E—'E;
beyond measures when a f
bunch of customized bikes ©
and a Mitsubishi Lancer went
to and fro warming up the
engines and the crowd. The
crowd had an adrenaline rush
every time the stuntmen did a
stunt. The stuntmen started
doing high fives while doing a wheelie and when they
did it, everyone's heart skipped a beat, anxious to know if
they landed perfectly. The smell of burning tires while
executing a circle, the torque, the sound of the raw power
in the engines and the thrill of the show kept the audience
atthe tip of their toes.

The Snake Show was another such event which was a
crowd puller. In an attempt to educate the audience, the
Endangered Wildlife and Environmental Trust (EWET)
conducted a snake show in SASTRA. It was indeed a
highly enlightening and entertaining experience. Live
snakes were displayed which brought the audience to the
edge of their seats.

Cash prizes totaling Rs 10 lakh were distributed to the
best performing teams.
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DAKSH Power Talks Shri Ram Gopal Rathnam
The following eminent personalities delivered Daksh ~ Topic : Management Thoughts of Mahabharatha
Power Talks on various topics: February 23,2013

Prof. R.Vaidyanathan

Professor of Finance & Control
UTI Chair Professor in Capital Market Studies
Indian Institute of Management, Bangalore

Topic : Global Financial Crisis and the Indian Response
February 22,2013

—i

ShriS.Gurumurthy
Thought Leader

Topic : Spirit of Indian Woman & Womanhood
February 23, 2013

Sekkizaar Adi-p-Podi Dr. T.N. Ramachandran

An acknowledged cognoscente of Tamil Saivism

Topic : Cosmic Dance of Siva
February 22, 2013

Students' Electrical Innovation submitted to
Limca Book of World Records

Our students' innovative idea of lighting a bulb using 30,000
electrical components has been submitted to the Limca Book of
World Records. They succeeded in lighting a Bulb by passing
electricity through 30,000 plus electronic components which
included resistors, integrated circuits etc. The circuit set up was
Smt. Vishakha Hariji placed on a flexor board of dimensions 15 X 16.2 metres. The
various electrical components were laid out on the outline of the
map of Our Nation and at the centre the bulb was placed. Mr.
Satyamurthy, Assistant Engineer, TNEB and Mr. Murugadas,
Topic : Women in Indian Epics Tashildar of Thanjavur were present when the students
February 23, 2013 successfully demonstrated the record on 26th January 2013.
- : STTY More than 500 student volunteers worked with zeal to put
together the components and the circuits. This event was
organized as a curtain raiser to Daksh 2013.

Disciple of Padmabhushan Lalgudi G.Jayaraman
& daughter- in law of Shri Krishnapremi Swamigal
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON MEDICINAL CHEMISTRY

The Department of Chemistry organized an
International Conference on “Multidisciplinary
Frontiers of Medicinal Chemistry: Synthesis, Molecular
Biology & Technology (MFMC-2013) on January 18 &
19, 2013. Speakers from India and United States
addressed the delegates on emerging trends in designing
novel drug targets for various diseases. The illustrious
list of speakers included Prof. Gerald Hart, Johns
Hopkins Medical School, USA, Prof. Arabinda
Chaudhury, IICT, Prof. K. Balasubramanian, Prof.
Mahesh Lakshman, City University of New York, USA,
Prof. S. Perumal, MKU, Prof. Anju Chadda, IIT,
Madras, Prof. Kamala K. Vasu, NIPER, Ahmedabad,
Prof. Tanmaya Pathak, IIT, Kharagpur and Prof.
Subrangshu Madal, University of Texas, Arlington,
USA. The Conference had over 105 participants from
different colleges across the country and more than 64
posters were presented.

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON CIVIL ENGINEERING AND
INFRASTRUCTURAL ISSUES IN EMERGING ECONOMIES

A two-day International Conference on 'Civil
Engineering and Infrastructural Issues in Emerging
Economies' (ICCIEE 2013) was held on 27th February,
2013. This conference was jointly organized by the
School of Civil Engineering, SASTRA and Deakin
University, Australia as part of the existing MoU
between the two institutions.

Dr. K. Baskaran, Associate Dean (International),
Faculty of Science and Technology, Chair in Civil
Engineering, Deakin University inaugurated the
conference. Delivering the inaugural address, Dr.
Baskaran stressed the necessity for the infrastructure
issues on important core areas like Sustainable Transport
Energy Supplies, Water Management for Rural and
Urban Areas and necessary infrastructural supports to
help a country's economy to grow.
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Dr. P.Paramasivam, Professorial Fellow, NUS,
Singapore laid stress on the use of ferro cement
structural elements in public housing, which is accepted
by building authorities even though ferro cement design
has not been regulated by formal code of practice. He
presented the typical innovative applications of ferro
cement structural applications in Singapore, Australia,
Cuba, Croatia, France, India, Indonesia, Italy, Jordan
Saudi Arabia, UK and USA.

Dr. Chew Soon Hoe, Deputy Director, CPT, Dept. of
Civil Engineering, NUS, Singapore, stressed on
infrastructure protection of the coastal region, which
becomes an important part of national development.

Dr. V. Jothiprakash, Professor, Department of Civil
Engineering, IIT-Mumbeai, stressed on Soft computing
techniques and how it can be used to build intelligent
systems for achieving different goals in real-world
applications.

Dr. T.G. Sitharam, Professor, Department of Civil
Engineering, and Chairman, Centre for infrastructure,
Sustainable Transportation and Urban Planning
(CiSTUP), IISc, Bangalore, delivered a lecture on
Earthquakes: Consequences, Mitigation and
Preparedness.

About 150 delegates from IITs, Engineering Colleges,
Research Institutions, Civil Engineering Consultants,
Builders and research scholars, attended the conference,
including 8 students and 2 faculty members from
Australia.
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Dr! Chew Soon Hoe!
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