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Message from
VICE - CHANCELLOR

Towards improving the quality input of
students getting admitted to SASTRA
University's B. Tech programmes, the
Academic Council of SASTRA resolved
to adopt a new admission policy.
According to this policy, from 2014-15
onwards, 70% of the students will be
admitted on the basis of the normalised
aggregate of marks in +2 examinations conducted by various boards
across the country and their performance in JEE Main (Joint
Entrance Examination); the rank calculated on 75% weightage to
+2 marks and 25% to the JEE score. The remaining 30% of the
admissions will be based on the normalised aggregate of +2 marks
alone.

Dr. Peter Scholzes of the University of Bonn, Germany is the winner
of the prestigious SASTRA-Ramanujan Award for the year 2013.
Instituted in 2005, the award is conferred every year on a young
mathematician of great achievement. At the age of 25 now, he is
already one of the most influential mathematicians in the world.

The School of Law, SASTRA University, organized ‘LAWGICAL
CONNECT,’ a panel discussion of eminent legal luminaries at
Chennai on October 26, 2013 on the topic, “Does the Judicial
Commission Guarantee Judicial Independence?” It aimed at
sensitizing the legal community and the citizenry on the need for
legal independence in the matter of appointment of judges and
freedom to act independently on merits of the case, rather than
functioning as committed judiciary. Legal luminaries Shri Anil
Divan, Shri K. Parasaran, Shri Soli Sorabjee and Shri Ram
Jethmalani were the panelists.

Another major event of this quarter was the Shri Narayanan
Memorial Lecture on December 27,2013, delivered by Shri Montek
Singh Ahluwalia, Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission. He
spoke on “The Global in India and India in the Global.” The eminent
economist and orator predicted a growth rate of 8 % for our country
in the near future, provided we remain globally integrated, and
produce adequate energy and fuel indigenously.

Itis a happy news that the students of the School of Law won the 16"
S.C. Javali Memorial National Moot Court Competition held at
Dharwad in October, 2013. In yet another significant achievement,
Chi. Karmugilvannan of the final year M. Tech. Medical
Nanotechnology branch bagged the first prize in the 'Wiki Loves
Monuments India 2013" contest organized by Wikipedia. It is a
matter of pride for all of us that his prize winning photograph is a
breathtaking panoramic view of Sri Brahadeeswara Temple at
Thanjavur,a UNESCO monument.

The present issue of ITIHAS covers all these events and many more
in detail.

Wish you all a happy New Year 2014!
Prof. R, Sethuraman
Vice-Chancellor
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PROF. PETER SCHOLZE, UNIVERSITY OF BONN
RECEIVES SASTRA-RAMANUJAN AWARD 2013

The 'SASTRA-Ramanujan Award 2013' was presented
to Professor Peter Scholze of the University of Bonn,
Germany on December 22, 2013, at the International
Conference on ‘Number Theory & Galois
Representations’ held at Srinivasa Ramanujan Centre,
SASTRA University, Kumbakonam. The SASTRA
Ramanujan Prize was established in 2005 and is awarded
annually for outstanding contributions by young
mathematicians to areas influenced by the genius
Srinivasa Ramanujan. The age limit for the prize has
been set at 32 because Ramanujan achieved so much in
his brief life of 32 years.

Prof. T.K. Chandrashekar, Secretary Science &
Engineering Research Board, Department of Science
and Technology, Government of India, New Delhi
presented the award to Prof. Peter Scholze. The award
carries $10,000 and a citation. Speaking at the function,
Prof. Chandrashekar asked SASTRA University to send
a proposal to the Department of Science and Technology
to start a Science and Engineering Research Board
(SERB), at Srinivasa Ramanujan Centre, SASTRA
University, Kumbakonam. Prof. Chandrashekar added
that Kumbakonam will be an appropriate location for the
centre as Ramanujan spent most of his formative years
there.

Prof. Krishnaswamy Alladi of the Department of
Mathematics at University of Florida, USA and the
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Chairperson of the
A w ar d s
Committee read
out the citation.
The SASTRA-
Ramanujan award
& has become one of

i the mo st
prestigious and
coveted ones in
the world and the
international
community of mathematicians has recognized it, said
Prof. Alladi.

i .

+ Prof. T.K. '_(fhlel‘ndras'hekar

The international panel of experts, who formed the 2013
SASTRA Ramanujan Prize committee, were
Professors Krishnaswami Alladi — Chair (University of
Florida), Kathrin Bringmann (University of Cologne),
Roger Heath-Brown (Oxford University), David Masser
(University of Basel), Barry Mazur (Harvard
University), Ken Ribet (University of California,
Berkeley) and Ole Warnaar (University of Queensland).
The committee unanimously selected Prof. Peter
Scholze, aged 25 for the award. The prize was in
recognition of Prof. Scholze's unusually original and
remarkable Master's thesis at the University of Bonn in
which he gave a new proof of the Local Langlands
Conjecture for p-adic local fields that was published in
two papers. The prize also recognised his revolutionary

Ph.D. thesis at the
University of

Bonn, said Prof.
Alladi.

Earlier Dr. S.
Swaminathan,
Dean, Sponsored
Resecarch, v
SASTRAPJ : \ﬁ
University [ s -'Zlf‘li_rpf.rishnasWa'n‘%i\‘/\i'IIad'i'r'. 22
welcomed the

gathering. Dr. Swaminathan said that this year's winner
was the youngest among the awardees. Prof. R.

Sethuraman, Vice-Chancellor, SASTRA honoured the
Chief Guest with a memento. Dr. K. Kannan, Dean,

School of Humanities and Sciences proposed a vote of
thanks.

i
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. SRINIVASA RAMANUJAN CENTRE, KUMBAKONAM - 612 001 )

SASTRA-RAMANUJAN AWARD PRESENTATION
Prof. PETER SCHOLZE

Mageratics Instiut. Unluersity of Bonn, Germany
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From left: Dr. K. Kannan, Prof: Michael Rapoport, Prof. Krishnaswami Alladi, Prof. T:K. Chandrashekar,
Prof. R. Sethuraman, Prof. Peter.Scholze & Dr. R. Swaminathan
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SRINIVASA RAMANUJAN CENTRE
KUMBAKONAM, TAMIL NADU, INDIA

SASTRA RAMANUJAN AWARD 2013

CITATION

Peter Scholze is awarded the 2013 SASTRA-Ramanujan Prize for his pathbreaking contributions
that lie at the interface of Arithmetic Algebraic Geometry and the Theory of Automorphic Forms, and
especially in the area of Galois Representations. The prize recognizes his unusually original and
remarkable Masters Thesis at the University of Bonn in which he gave a new proof of the Local
Langlands Conjecture for p—adic local fields that was published in two papers in Inventiones
Mathematicae in 2013, and generalizations of these methods to / adic representations of Shimura
varieties in collaboration with Sug—Woo Shin that appeared in two papers in the Journal of the
American Mathematical Society in 2013. The prize recognizes his revolutionary Ph. D. thesis at the
University of Bonn in which he initiates the theory of perfectoid spaces, to prove an important case of
the weight monodromy conjecture of Fields Medalist Pierre Deligne, and discusses far reaching
ramifications of the study of perfectoid spaces in Hodge theory, and spectral sequences, as described
in his monumental paper in Publications Mathématiques de I'lHHES, and his 2013 paper in Forum of
Mathematics, m. The prize also recognizes his important collaboration with Jared Weinstein
extending earlier work of Rapoport-Zink on moduli spaces of p~divisible groups. Finally the prize
recognizes his most recent work on the existence of Galois representations for mod p cohomology of
locally symmetric spaces for linear groups over a totally real or CM fields that has surprising
implications on the Betti cohomology of locally symmetric spaces. Scholze's breakthrough is the first
progress in this direction in 40 years.

Peter Scholze was born in Dresden in December 1987- at the time of the Ramanujan Centennial. At
the age of 25 now, he is already one of the most influential mathematicians in the world. As a student
he was a winner of three gold medals and one silver medal at the International Mathematics
Olympiads. He finished his Bachelor's Degree in three semesters and his Masters courses in two
semesters. He was made Full Professor soon after his Ph.D. at the University of Bonn, Germany. His
work has been estimated by experts to possess the quality of the timeless classics and expected tohave
amajor impact in the progress of mathematics in the coming decades.

Peter Scholze was the unanimous choice by the Prize Committee to receive the award this year. The
international panel of experts who formed the 2013 SASTRA—Ramanujan Prize Committee were
Professors Krishnaswami Alladi — Chair (University of Florida), Kathrin Bringmann (University of
Cologne), Roger Heath—-Brown (Oxford University), David Masser (University of Basel), Barry
Mazur (Harvard University), Ken Ribet (University of California, Berkeley), and Ole Warnaar
(University of Queensland). Previous winners of the SASTRA-Ramanujan Prize are Manjul
Bhargava and Kannan Soundararajan in 2005 (two full prizes), Terence Tao in 2006, Ben Green in
2007, Akshay Venkatesh in 2008, Kathrin Bringmann in 2009, Wei Zhang in 2010, Roman
Holowinsky in 2011, and Zhiwei Yun in 2012. By awarding the 2013 prize to Peter Scholze, the
SASTRA-Ramanujan Prize continues its great tradition of recognizing the most exceptional work in

mathematics by a young mathematician.
—

Prof. R. SETHURAMAN

Vice-Chancellor

SASTRA UNIVERSITY (3 )

Place : Kumbakonam
Date : December 22, 2013
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON NUMBER

THEORY & GALOIS REPRESENTATIONS

r lighting the traditionalllamp

An International
Conference on 'Number
Theory & Galois
| Representations' was
held at Srinivasa
Ramanujan Centre,
SASTRA University
* Kumbakonam on
| December 21 & 22,
i 2013.

Prof. Michael Rapoport,
Mathematisches
Institut, der Universitat
BONN, Germany,
inaugurated the
conference and
| delivered the plenary
lecture on “The
Drinfeid p-adic
halfplane”.

o

The following world - renowned mathematicians spoke
on various topics:

1.

Prof. Krishnaswami Alladi, University of Florida,
USA - Gollnitz (Big) partition theorem and its dual

Dr. K. R. Thangadhurai, Harish-Chandra Research
Institute, Allahabad — Schaunel's Conjecture

Prof. Michail Rassias, ETH Zurich, Switzerland — A
cotangent sun associated to the zeros of the
Estermann zeta function

Prof. N. Saradha, Tata Institute of Fundamental
Research, Mumbai — Squares in products of
factorials

Prof. Sinai Robins, NTU, Singapore — Cone theta
functions, volumes of spherical polytopes and their
relations to classical theta functions

Dr. Larry Rolen, University of Cologne, Germany —
Weierstrass mock modular forms and elliptic curves

~

SRINIVASA RAMANUJAN
COMMEMORATIVE LECTURE

After receiving the award on Ramanujan's birthday
(22nd December 2013), Prof. Peter Scholze delivered
the Ramanujan Commemorative lecture on 'What is
the Langlands reciprocity conjecture?' In his lecture,
the speaker mentioned that Langlands reciprocity
conjecture is one of the key open problems in modern
number theory. As a special case, it contains the
relation between elliptic curves and modular forms,
objects which were studied extensively by
Ramanujan. This special case was known to imply
Fermat's Last Theorem, and is now known by work of
Wiles, Taylor—Wiles et.al.

L Prof: Peter Scholz&ld.eliveiringtheRamanujan
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Previous winners of
SASTRA- Ramanujan Prize

1. Manjul Bhargava (Princeton) & Kannan
Soundararajan (Michigan) 1in 2005 (two full
prizes)

Terence Tao (UCLA) in 2006

Ben Green (Cambridge) in 2007

Akshay Venkatesh (Stanford) in 2008

Kathrin Bringmann (Cologne) in 2009

Wei Zhang (Harvard) in 2010

Roman Holowinsky (Ohio)in2011

. Zhiwei Yun (Stanford) in 2012.

The SASTRA- RamanuJ an Prize continues its great
tradition of recognizing the most exceptional work by
ayoung mathematician.
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SASTRA UNIVERSITY

SCHOOL OF LAW

The School of Law, SASTRA University in association
with The Times of India organized Lawgical Connect on
October 26, 2013 at Le Royal Meridien, Chennai.
SASTRA brought four living legends of the country's
legal community — Shri Anil Divan, Shri K. Parasaran,
Shri Soli Sorabjee and Shri Ram Jethmalani - on one
platform to discuss the topic 'Does the Judicial
commission guarantee judicial independence?’

Dr. S. Vaidhyasubramaniam, Dean, Planning and
Development,
SASTRA set the ball
rolling by pointing
out that together the
four senior advocates
had nearly three
centuries of legal
practice behind them.
He said that the
School of Law at
SASTRA University
1s known for its tryst with legends of the Indian judiciary.
The Nani Palkhivala Research Chair on Legal
Anthropology, Justice M.Patanjali Sastri Memorial
Scholarship, Shri G.Ramaswami's entire library
collection at the School of Law, makes SASTRA's
bonding with legal luminaries uniquely enduring. Con-
tinuing its tradition to associate with India's foremost
jurists, Lawgical Connect was conceptualised by the
Law School of SASTRA University to sensitize the legal
community and the citizenry in general on the need for
judicial independence in the proposed Judicial Commis-
sion for appointment of judges, said Dr.
Vaidhyasubramaniam.

D XSAVaidhyasubramaniam

Columnist Shri. S Gurumurthy, who moderated the
round table discussion, cited Jethmalani's speech in the
Rajya Sabha to
describe the JAC Bill
as a "great
constitutional fraud."
Admitting that the
existing collegium
system of appointing
judges had failed for
want of transparency,

ShrilS¥Gurumurthy

THE TIMES OF INDIA

Shri Gurumurthy said that even the media was taking the
issue casually unlike the 1973 upheaval when the media,
public and legal community denounced supersession of
reputed SC judges.

Shri Anil Divan said
that the Centre was
emboldened to bring
the bill due to
dissatisfaction over
the manner in which
the collegium system
worked. Shri Divan,
who is president of
the Bar Association
of India (BAI), said
the forum had sent
several representations against the move. The state, its
agencies and the bureaucracy, who were the biggest
litigants before courts, pushed the bill taking advantage
of the general dissatisfaction, he said. He wanted India to
follow the UK and South Africa models in appointments
to higher judiciary. Expressing serious doubts about the
composition of the proposed JAC, Divan said through
ordinary laws Parliament could alter the composition
anytime, thereby making judges a minority in JAC. "It is
the gravest threat to judicial independence,” he said.

ShrifAnillDivan

Shri Parasaran, dubbing the bill 'hopeless', said:
"Without independ-
ent judiciary, the
democracy is fin-
ished." Those
appointing judges
and those who are
appointed should be
independent, he said,
adding, "It is
agonizing and painful
when a sitting Chief
Justice of India says judiciary is not untouched by
corruption."

Slirf Pereseren

Talking about the genesis of the collegiate system, Shri
Soli Sorabjee, former Attorney General, referred to the
concept of a committed judiciary that rose in the 1970s.
"While the collegiate system is not satisfactory, it should
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