
Prof. R. Sethuraman
Vice-Chancellor

(IT Is Happening At SASTRA)

IIIITTTTIIIIHHHHAAAASSSS

'Quality, progress and transparency' are 
the watchwords of SASTRA University. 
These by no means are a onetime product, 
but an ongoing one. They are sustained 
not only by constant endeavour, but by 
corroboration from time to time through 
scrutiny by a competent authority. Based 
on our self-study report, the National 

Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) sent a six-member 
team headed by Prof. H.P. Khincha, former Vice-Chancellor of 
Visvesvaraya Technological University and Retired Professor of  
IISc., Bangalore. The team visited SASTRA from March 24-26, 
2014. It is the third round of accreditation in the twelve year 
functioning of SASTRA University. We look forward to be awarded 
the highest grade by NAAC.    

SASTRA this year has instituted SASTRA-CNR Rao Award to 
honour scientists for their outstanding contribution to Chemistry 
and Material Sciences – the two areas of Prof. Rao's special interest. 
The award carries a cash prize of Rs. 5 lakhs and a citation. Dr. 
Suresh Das, Director, National Institute for Interdisciplinary 
Science and Technology, Tiruvananthapuram and Dr. Sourav Pal, 
Director, National Chemical Laboratory, Pune are the first 
recipients of the award. It is the second such international award 
instituted by SASTRA, the first one being SASTRA- Ramanujan 
Award.

SASTRA launched on February 3, 2014 Desh-Videsh – a new 
scheme for faculty members of SASTRA to visit foreign 
Universities/Research Laboratories for a period of four to twelve 
weeks. SASTRA defrays the expenses. This scheme intends to 
promote collaboration and sharing best practices towards quality 
improvement. The first batch of seven faculty members will be 
visiting the selected foreign centres of excellence during March-
June 2014.

SASTRA organised a panel discussion, jointly with ‘The Hindu’ on 
'Economists on Economaze' in Chennai on March 8, 2014 in which 
four eminent economists deliberated on the state of the Indian 
economy. Again, SASTRA was the title partner for the ThinkEdu 
Education Conclave organised by The Indian Express in January in 
Chennai. 

Daksh, Kuruksastra and Tarkasastra, the national level technical, 
cultural and moot court competitions held in this quarter drew a 
record number of participants from many parts of the country. 

45 B.Tech. students are involved in research internship in  
prestigious universities abroad. Our Law students have brought 
home a shower of awards in the various moot court contests held in 
many parts of the country, during the quarter. 

This issue of ITIHAS features all these and many other events of the 
quarter.

M e s s a g e  f r o m

VICE - CHANCELLOR
SASTRA-CNR RAO AWARD PRESENTED TO
TWO OUTSTANDING SCIENTISTS

SASTRA University instituted the annual 'SASTRA-
CNR Rao Award' this year to recognise scientists for their 
outstanding contribution in Chemistry and Materials 
Science – the two areas in which Prof. C.N.R Rao has 
made seminal contributions. The award is a tribute to his 
relentless service in strengthening India's position in 
science and technology.  The award carries a cash prize of 
Rs.5 lakh and a citation.

The first SASTRA-CNR Rao Awards were presented to 
Dr. Suresh Das, Director, National Institute for 
In terd isc ip l inary  Sc ience  and  Technology,  
Tiruvananthapuram, and Dr. Sourav Pal, Director, 
National Chemical Laboratory, Pune.    Prof. M.R.S. 
Rao, Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific 
Research, Bangalore presented the award at a function 
organised on February 28, 2014,  to mark the National 
Science Day.  

Presenting the award, Prof. M.R.S. Rao greatly 
complimented SASTRA University for having instituted 
two international awards in the interdisciplinary areas, 
named after the two great legends of our country, 
Srinivasa Ramanujan and Prof. C.N.R. Rao. He 
portrayed Prof CNR Rao as a living legend who not only 
made tremendous contributions to science but also 
nurtured several young scientists in our country. He 
added that the two awardees of this year's prize - Dr. 
Suresh Das and Dr. Sourav Pal – are outstanding 
scientists in their chosen fields. 
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Dr.  Suresh Das and Dr. Saurav Pal seen with the awards
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Accepting the award, Dr. Suresh Das felt that it was a great honour given to him by SASTRA. He said that India needs a 
lot of people who believe in the power of science and he also appreciated SASTRA for having strongly convinced on 
the power of Science and Technology. Dr. Sourav Pal in his acceptance speech mentioned that the award  had 
encouraged him to pursue his passion with more vigour.

Dr. S. Swaminathan, Dean, Sponsored Research while welcoming the gathering said that SASTRA has a tradition of 
recognising the people who have made outstanding contributions to the people.  He made a mention that the SASTRA 
– Ramanujan award, a cash prize of $ 10,000, was instituted in the year 2004. The award is given annually to 
outstanding contributions by young mathematicians to areas influenced by Srinivasa Ramanujan. So far nine such 
mathematicians from US, UK and Germany have received the award. Dr. Swaminathan also introduced the awardees 
and read out the citations. Prof. R. Sethuraman,  Vice Chancellor presented mementos to the guests. Dr.M. 
Vijayalakshmi, Associate Dean, School of Chemical and Biotechnology proposed a vote of thanks. 

Science Day Lecture Series

Earlier on the same day, lectures were organised in view of the National Science Day.  Prof. M. R. S. Rao spoke on 
'Non-Coding RNA: New Players in Biology' and Dr. Suresh Das on 'Photoresponsive Materials.' Dr. Sourav Pal 
addressed the audience on 'Computational Chemistry: from Molecules to Materials.'
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A peer team from for the third round of accreditation.  The six-member team headed by 
Prof. H. P. Khincha, former Vice-Chancellor of Visvesvaraya Technological University & Retired Professor of 
IISc, Bangalore, visited the University from 24th to 26th March 2014 and made the assessment. Based on the 
team's recommendations, NAAC will award the grade and the results are awaited.  We are confident of securing 
the highest grade, 'A'.  

NAAC visited SASTRA 

NAAC PEER TEAM VISITS SASTRA  FOR SECOND REACCREDITATION
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DAKSH OCTA

The eighth edition of SASTRA University's techno-
management festival DAKSH was held between 
February 21 and 23, 2014.  Continuing with its practice 
of revolving around a theme, DAKSH OCTA this year 
focused on terrorism and peace. With thematically titled 
cluster of events like Shield, Guardian, Grey Matter, 
Reconnaisance, and so on, DAKSH celebrates concepts 
in civil, mechanical, electrical and electronics 
engineering, IT, biotechnology, law, management, etc. 
and uses them in competitive events to address issues 
concerning the security of the country and global 
security. 

The event was inaugurated by Shri K.R. Ramprasad, 
Chief Technologist, Wipro Ltd. Inaugurating the event, 
Shri Ramprasad said that we are living in a very 
compelling and very disruptive environment because of 
the challenges of the digital world in which we are living.  
Shri Ramprasad who  spoke on 'Innovation 
opportunities at the intersection of technologies' said 
that we are living in an era of creativity and innovation 
which are influenced by our perception. Our imagination 
has to be influenced by the perception of the reality of 
technology. 

The flagship events for DAKSH OCTA are 'Forensics' 
and 'Be the Saviour.' Forensics is an event that simulates 
a crime scene to test the investigative brilliance of 
participants and Saviour is a robotic event that simulates 
a real-time terrorism encounter. Smart Room, Quad 
Copter, Space Trek are expos organized to provide 
infotainment and will see reality effects of vertical take-
off UAVs, spacewalk and housebreak. In addition, a 
team of highly skillful master trainers from Calicut 
performed the traditional martial art Kalaripayattu to 
create awareness on the need for self-defence. 

Over 2000 students from institutions all over the country 
participated in these events that carry a total cash prize of 
over Rs.6,00,000.

WIPRO was the title sponsor for the event and other 
reputed brands like TCS, Toshiba, Acer, Springer & Sika 
were also associated with this event. 

X Nani Palkivala Memorial Lecture

Shri Ajit Kumar Doval, Director, Vivekananda 
International Foundation & Former Director, 
Intelligence Bureau delivered the X Nani Palkivala 
Memorial Lecture on ‘India's strategic response to 
Counter Terrorism.’ He said that the Union 
Government's response to 2008 Mumbai terror attacks 
was very weak and misplaced.

Shri K.R. Ramprasad lighting the traditional lamp
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Despite the strong proof pointing towards Pakistan's 
hand in the Mumbai terror attacks, India had not taken a 
tough stand. “Western countries helped us and we got 
inputs to show that the terror in Mumbai originated from 
Pakistan, but we have not given a fitting reply.” 

Mr. Doval claimed that statistics available with the 
Intelligence Bureau showed that more encounters have 
taken place in Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh when 
compared to Gujarat between 2000 and 2013.

“Terrorism is a tactic used to achieve political or 
ideological goals. The intention is not just merely to kill 
people but to terrorize the entire population,” Mr. Doval 
emphasized the need for evolving a strategic response to 
terrorism without going into the denial mode.

In the fight against terrorism, there is no guarantee that a 
country with better technology, defence and power will  
always win.

DAKSH POWER TALKS

Shri S. Gurumurthy, Thought Leader - 'Does Terror 
have a Religion?'

Delivering the first of the Daksh Power Talks, Shri 
Gurumurthy, Columnist said that many countries 
witnessed barbaric rule but that was unheard of in India. 
Deeply religious countries in the world are neither 
extremely peaceful nor extremely violent. India is 
peaceful because our understanding of religion is proper,  
said Shri Gurumurthy.

In India tolerance is inbuilt in our behaviour. We 
understand the nature of human relationship properly. 
We have a very good family culture where everyone  
behaves well. Our religious tolerance alone sustains our 
country in spite of our problems. Though we created a 
number of Gods, we know very well that God is one.     

The concept of harmony of religions and harmony of 
people is the   greatest gift India is offering to the world. 
Hinduism has never created gender difference. 
Hinduism is also doctrinally tolerant, argued the speaker.   
The culture of India guarantees freedom to minorities. 
India is not only the spiritual guru of the world but it is a 
living laboratory of noble qualities the world needs, 
pointed out Shri Gurumurthy.   

Shri T.S.R. Subramanian, former Cabinet Secretary 
Spoke on 'Emerging Role of Judiciary & Bureaucracy.' 

Smt. Priyadarsini Govind - Director, Kalakshetra, 
delivered a talk on  'Peace through Art.' 

Shri Ajit Kumar Doval delivers the Nani  Palkhivala Memorial LectureShri Ajit Kumar Doval delivers the Nani  Palkhivala Memorial Lecture
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KURUKSASTRA 2014

Kuruksastra 2014, the national level cultural festival of  SASTRA was held from March 20-22, 2014.  Four nights of 
music and dance on a massive stage under colourful lighting and three days of intense competition among 2,000 
students from over 30 colleges, over 50 hours of fun and food in the specially erected food and fun stalls provided the 
right mix of entertainment to over 10,000 lovers of arts, music, literature, drama, and dance.

This cultural extravaganza saw some of the biggest professionals in the music and dance circuit performing before a 
vibrant audience. The inaugural night saw the SASTRA University music band performing its various award-winning 
tunes followed by a fusion concert on the second day by renowned piano artist Shri Stephan Devassey and Veena artist 
Shri Rajesh Vaidya who sent the audience to a musical tizzy.

Professionals from Thanjavur performing folk dance revived the memories of traditional arts and the final day honours 
belonged to renowned playback singers Haricharan and Sakthishree Gopalan who mesmerised the audience with their 
outstanding musical numbers. The Vellore Institute of Technology  bagged the overall trophy.  
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TARKA SASTRA 2014 

The third edition of TARKA SASTRA, the National 
Moot Court Competition of SASTRA was organised 
between March 28 and 30, 2014. Dr. G. Bhalachandran, 
Registrar, SASTRA inaugurated the event that witnessed 
participation from twenty six teams from various parts of 
the country.  

Hon'ble Justice K. R. Shriram, Judge, High Court of 
Bombay,  Shri Arvind Pandian, Senior Advocate & 
Additional Advocate General, High Court of Madras and 
Shri Rajib Hota, IRS, Commissioner of Income Tax, 
Chennai were the judges for the Finals.  Delivering the 
valedictory address, Justice K. R. Shriram spoke on legal 
profession, ethics and guidance for law students. He 
goaded the students to become good court officers and 
good citizens. Shri Arvind Pandian appreciated the 
institutional achievements of SASTRA and beseeched 
the students to prepare for a career ridden with 
challenges.  Shri Rajib Kota spoke on the challenges on 
protecting the tax bases.  

The team comprising Shri Rishabh Malhotra, Shri Ishan 
Vyas and Shri Shreyans Gupta of the Jindal Global Law 
School, Haryana was crowned the winner of TARKA 
SASTRA' 14. They were given a Trophy, certificates and 
a cash prize of Rs 50,000/-.  The team from Symbiosis 
Law School, Noida comprising Kum. Vanita Bhatnagar, 
Kum. Shubhangi Arora and Kum. Roopal Arora was 
declared the Runners up and was 
awarded a trophy, certificates 
and a cash prize of Rs. 25, 000/-.  
Jindal Law School also won the 
Best Memorial Award and Shri. 
Shreyans Gupta of the Jindal 
Global Law School was declared 
to have made the best written 
submission and  won the Best 
Researcher Award. Kum. Vanita 
Bhatnagar of Symbiosis Law 
School, Noida won the Best 
Speaker Award. The winners of 
the individual prizes were given 
a cash award of Rs. 5,000/- each, 
a trophy and certificates.

Kum. Cindhuja Crishanan, 
Student Co-convenor of the 
event welcomed the gathering at 

the valedictory function. Shri. S. Santhosh, the student 
convenor proposed a vote of thanks.

Moot competition in progress

The team from Jindal Global Law School receives the Trophy


