Message from

VICE - CHANCELLOR

Dear Readers,

SASTRA is an integrated University for teaching,
training, research and consultancy, striving towards
world class standards, engaging in meaningful research
and development offering quality education to the
learners. The annual Outlook-Cfore survey has ranked

SASTRA as the 15" among the top 50 private
Engineering institutions in the country, considering the
intellectual capital, pedagogic system, industry
interface, placements, and infrastructure facilities as
criteria for ranking. Again, the Editor’s notes of
Industrial EconomistJune 30 - July 14 issue highlights
the totally transparent system of selection, based purely
on merit.

As usual, SASTRA conducted the counselling for
B.Tech. admission for the year 2007-08 from 17" to 20"
June 2007, winning the acclaim of the students, parents
and the media for its transparent admission policy based
on merit. SASTRA continues to draw students from
almost all parts of the country as it provides quality-
driven and value-based higher technical education. As
the cut-off marks remained very high, and there was a
heavy rush for admission, the management increased the
seats by 10 percent, to cater to the demands of the
students from Thanjavur district where SASTRA is
situated. The classes for the I. B.Tech programmes
commenced on June 28, 2007. I wish all the 1.B.Tech
students who have come into the SASTRA's visionary
fold a fruitful spell of study. We are beholden to the
parents and the public for the faith they have reposed in
us.

The present issue of ITIHAS comes with a usual fare of
news/reports on various events of the quarter — the VI
University day celebrations, proceedings of academic
council meetings, achievements by staff and students,

etc. K /q %

Prof. R. Sethuraman
Vice-Chancellor
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VI UNIVERSITY DAY

The VI University Day was held at SASTRA on 19"
April 2007. Dr. G. Elangovan, Chief Controller (R&M),
DRDO, New Delhi, delivered the University Day
address and distributed the special awards and prizes. In
his address Dr. Elangovan encouraged the students to go
for higher studies and research leading to Ph. D.
According to him, what the country looks for in the near
future is young people with research aptitude and
creative thinking. He urged the premier institutions like
SASTRA to contribute towards fulfilling this national
objective and serve as trend-setters in this direction. The
annals of achievement by the staff and students of
SASTRA and the infrastructure facilities made available
by the University administration during the academic
year 2006-07 indicate that SASTRA has the right
ambience to promote research studies.

Dr. Elangovan appealed to the students that they should
use the tremendous opportunities available in the
software companies for self-development by utilizing
the R&D potential in their areas of operation both in
process and product.

Dr. Elangovan presented the Kamakoti Award (one
sovereign gold) to Kum. M. Nivedita of B.Tech
Bioinformatics for exemplary all round performance.
He also presented the various other special awards to the
students.

Earlier Prof. R. Sethuraman, Vice Chancellor presented
a detailed annual report highlighting the wvarious
achievements of the university during 2006-07. Kum.
C. Dharini, Student Chairperson welcomed the
gathering and Chi. Mayur Verma, Student Secretary
proposed a vote of thanks.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF ANNUAL REPORT 2006-07

The following are the Highlights of the Annual
Report 2006-07read out by our Vice-Chancellor
in the University Day celebrations on 19" April,
2007.

Total investments on buildings

(completed and ongoing) -14.65 crores

Infrastructure development
by way of laboratory machinery

and equipment 6 crores
Number of papers presented /

published by faculty - 251
Books authored by faculty - 6
Patents filed - 7
International Conferences organised - 2
National Seminars /Workshops

organised - 15

SASTRA COUNSELLING FOR B. TECH ADMISSION

Counselling for admission into various B.Tech
programmes for 2007-08 at SASTRA University was
held from 17" to 20" June 2007. Shri S. Viswanathan,
Editor and Publisher, Industrial Economistissued the
first admission card to Kum. G. Sindhuja from Andhra
Pradesh.

Speaking at the function, Shri Viswanathan said that the
research spending of 10 top universities in the USA was

Mr. Viswanathan handing over the admission card to Kum. C. Sindhuja

Rs. 30,000 crores. He encouraged industry-institute
interaction to take up R & D to higher levels. He noted
that many Fortune 100 Companies in USA were
benefitted a lot by setting up research facilities in
University campuses.

Opportunities for higher studies are more for the youth
now in the country. They should equip themselves in
public relations, industrial management and other
general knowledge subjects apart from their studies. He
appreciated SASTRA for following a "transparent
foolproof admission process by conducting
counselling".

Merit List

SASTRA follows a transparent admission process,
based on merit. A merit list was drawn based on
normalization for making admissions and was released
on June 6, 2007. About 70 per cent of the seats are
allotted in the counselling based on the applicant's Plus
Two marks wherein candidates from different
examining authorities/boards are brought into the same
scale of comparison.

The remaining 30 per cent of the seats will be filled by
the Central Counselling Board of the Government of
India through AIEEE'07. The University does not
encourage donation or capitation fee.

Special Quota for Students of Thanjavur District

In view of the heavy rush for admission to B.Tech
programmes at SASTRA and the consequential cut-off
marks remaining high, the management of SASTRA
decided to increase the seats by 10 percent in each
branch for this year to provide for students who have
studied both 10" and 12" Standards in high school and
higher secondary schools in Thanjavur District. This
arrangement was to encourage the students hailing
from the rural areas in Thanjavur district. This proved to
be areal boon to the students of Thanjavur district.

Commencement of Classes

Classes for the students admitted into various I B.Tech.
programmes by the SASTRA Counselling started on 28"
June 2007, along side with the classes for senior
students.
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COUNSELLING AT SRC, KUMBAKONAM

Counselling for admission into various B.Tech
programmes for 2007-08 at Srinivasa Ramanujan
Centre, Kumbakonam was held on 30" June 2007.

A merit list of the 800 applications received was drawn

based on normalisation process as against the available
240 seats.

Prof. R. Sethuraman, Vice-Chancellor handed over the
first admission card to Kum. V. Iswarya, hailing from
Mayiladuthurai, who had scored 1119 marks.
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SASTRA's gesture to meritorious students

As Kum. Iswarya, the topper in the merit list, is
fatherless and is being supported by her mother, the
Management has waived 25 percent of the fees.

The second admit card was given to Chi. N. Vinod,
hailing from Innambur Village near Kumbakonam, who
stood II in the State level at the Plus Two examination
with vocational subjects scoring 1105 marks out of
1200. He too is fatherless and supported by his mother,
who is a daily labourer. Considering the academic
achievement and his earnest desire to do Engineering
Course, SASTRA has waived the total fees for his entire
course amounting to Rs.2.5 lakhs.

While handing over the admission cards, Prof.
R. Sethuraman, Vice-Chancellor, appealed to the
Government that it should offer scholarships to a certain
percentage of students and in respect of other students
interest-free loans repayable on getting employment.

NEW COURSES - (2007-08)

M.Tech Programme in Health Care Nanotechnology
(Five-year Integrated)

M. Pharm (Phytomedicine and Phytopharmacy)
B.Com - Computer Applications

M.Sc, Biotechnology

M.Sc, Microbiology
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OUR VICE CHANCELLOR NOMINATED IN THE AlU PANEL

Professor R. Sethuraman, Vice-Chancellor, SASTRA
University, has been nominated to the Standing
Committee of the Association of Indian Universities, New
Delhi, for two years till May 2009. He has been nominated
from the Southern Zone comprising Andhra Pradesh,
Kerala, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.

Prof. Sethuraman was nominated in various committees
in the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE),
including those constituted for framing the norms and
standards for engineering institutions, including All India
Engineering Entrance Examination fee.

EDUCATIONAL LOAN CAMPAIGN BY 10B

Indian Overseas Bank, SASTRA University Branch,
organized an Educational Loan Campaign on all the
counselling days to promote Vidya Jyothi Educational
Loan Scheme. All told, recommendations were given to
275 students. Shri. R. Vaidhyanathan, Chief Regional
Manager, Thanjavur, Shri Sugumar, Manager, Regional
Office and Shri G.S. Sankaranarayanan, Senior
Manager, IOB, SASTRA participated in the campaign.
IOB SASTRA Branch made special arrangements
for the campaign.
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CUB LOAN CAMPAIGN AT SRC

City Union Bank, Kumbakonam branch organized an
Educational Loan Campaign at SRC, Kumbakonam on
30" June, 2007. Education Loan to the tune of Rs. 69
Lakhs was sanctioned on the spot to 30 B.Tech.
Students. Shri M. Radhakrishnan, AGM, Shri
P. Rajaraman, Manager, Shri S. Ganesan, Manager
were the coordinators for the programme.

o CITY UNION BANKLIMIT &

(Regd. Office : Kumbakonam)
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Excerpts form Editor’s Notes of Industrial nomists, June 30 - 14 July 2007 issue.

® SASTRA is a prominent institute of higher learning in
EDITOR'S NOTES] | the country with around 8000 students pursuing under
graduate and post graduate programmes in a vast range
of engineering and science subjects that extend from

SASTRA - no capitation fee!

All admissions on merit!! the much sought after CSE and ECE courses to
and this year it was 90.33 per cent. said advanced research work in nano-technology and the
ey M ey e life sciences.
perceptorthe seas tor students o e | ® - The totally transparent system of selection is based

waghias. I purely on merit: 70 percent of admission orders are
A welcome leature was lmiting the issue ol . . . .
forms to around 10,000, approximately ton issued on the basis of marks obtained in the plus 2 and
times the namkber of seats offered of a little equivalent examinations and 30 percent for students
over a thousand. Subramaniam pointed to a . .
similar practice of the renowned Harvard from other states on the basis of an All-India
Business School that limits the issue of forms el . .

SRR Sl NS P gt competitive examination. The Cut-off mark has been

progressively increasing and this year it was 90.33

roughly to ten times the seats offered
Vice Chancellor R Sethuraman,

1 oo founded SASTRA as the Shanmuga Colle
r S -h #ig Engineering in 1984, worked as ¢ percent.
Tue SuanmuGa Arrs, Science Technology & | manager, Indian Overseas Hag . . .
Research Academy [SASTRA) has evolved asa | few frignde ho rea ® The excellent infrastructure and an outstanding library
strong deemed un, -

sprawling camp s are conducive to quality education.
RESPONSES FROM WELLWISHERS

¥ S Rajan Confederation of Indian industry
y . . CII Plot Ne 249-F, Udyog Vihar, Phase iV, Sector 18
Principal Advisor Gurgaon 122015 (Haryana)
AP] tﬂ)(ﬁllll Kala.m Ra!htrapati Bhavan Tel 0124-4013867 - Fax: 0124-4014057

New Delhi - 110004 . .
o ...I had the good fortune to see SASTRA to grow from its early phase into a very

important institution. It can even go up to a much mighty stage, given your energy,
enthusiasm and leadership and also due to executive capabilities of Shri
S. Vaidhyasubramaniam and Shri S. Swaminathan and other SASTRA team.

T have a suggestion: Probably Vaidhyasubramaniam with his linkages in US can
suggest to some academic to take up the growth of SASTRA and bring it out as
Research papers in US journals as a case study. Later it can result in a book which
will shoot up the visibility of SASTRA to international levels.

11 July 2007

Dear Prof. Sethuraman,

oo
. . ol B. oV Faeo i CANARA BANK

Thank you for sending me the news item on u GHAIRMAN L tomd Oee. i

Thank you fi ding me th tem on Shanmugha & MANAGING DIRECTOR !\.u'{e

Bangalore - 560 002

Arts, Science, Technology & Rescarch Academy (SASTRA) ..Jam delighted to learn that all admissions in your University are done

University purely on merit and in line with standards followed by Harvard Business
School.
My best wishes and grectings to you. R KRISHNAMOORTHY “SRIBALAII"

9, MASILAMANI ROAD,
BALAJI NAGAR,
CHENNAI - 600 014.

TEL : 2813 3022, 28130100

SENIOR ADVOCATE

Yours sincerely, . .
Y ...Iam extremely happy to learn that Industrial Economistéas paid high

‘% encomiums to your Institution and the excellent track record that you
W % have been maintaining for several years. In fact, Tamil Nadu Act 3 of

i 2007 also follows the normalisation method.
(A. P.J. Abdul Kalam}

N. KAMAKODI

Prof. R. Sethuraman e Rk CITY UNION BANK LTD.,
i Regd. Office : 149, T.S.R, (Big) Street,
Vice-Chancellor @ Kumbakonanm - 612 001, Grams : “SERVICE"
. Phone : 2432322, 2402401
Shanmugha Arts, Science, Technology & Research Academy OB/ Fax. 0435 2431746

i E-mail : kamakodi@cit bank.
Thanjavur — 613 402 mail : kamakodi@cityunionbank.com

Tamil Nadu ...It is worth saying that merit is the basic criteria for one who aspires for

professional studies in your institute and it is appreciated that only few
among the crowd of the engineering colleges is enjoying high reputation
for quality and performance.
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ACADEMIC COUNCIL MEETINGS

The XI Academic Council Meeting of SASTRA University was held on 9" April 2007. The council
resolved to introduce the following new courses:

5-year Integrated M.Tech Programme in Medical Nanotechnology, M.Pharm in Phytomedicine &
Phytopharmacy, B.Com—Computer Applications, M.Sc. Biotechnology and B.Sc. Microbiology.

The Council also approved the following:

1. to shift from the present rigid system of education to a flexible choice-based credit system from the
ensuing academic year wherein the students will have the opportunity to choose the faculty and the
courses they want to learn.

2. to permit B.Tech. students to do a course in a foreign language like French, German, Japanese or
Chinese, provided they clear a high proficiency test in English. This will be a value addition for their
employability.

3. topermitB.Sc. graduates to join B.Tech. programmes through lateral entry.

4. to offer a 4-year integrated M.Tech. programme for B.Sc. Graduates leading to dual degree M.C.A. and
M.Tech. or M.Sc. & M.Tech.

Vice-Chancellor R. Sethuraman presided over the meeting. Dr. P. V. Vaidhyanathan, former Vice
Chancellor, Annamalai University, Dr. R. Sethuraman, former Director, Madras Institute of Technology, Dr.
Rajendra Prakash of IIT, Roorke and senior academicians from SASTRA participated.

The XII Academic Council Meeting of SASTRA University was held on 27" June 2007.

Shri T. Madan Mohan, Advisor, Department of Biotechnology, New Delhi, who is also a member of the
Academic Council, suggested that a paper on Bioinformatics should be included as an optional paper in all
Computer Science courses and M.Sc. Biotechnology and these were approved by the Academic Council.

The council also appreciated and approved the introduction of high polymers and nanotechnology in
Engineering Chemistry of the I year B.Tech. programme. In the revised curriculum personality development
has been introduced from the second semester onwards for all students of the B.Tech. programme.

Dr. Raman Srinivasan, a faculty member at the University of Pennsylvania, presently working with Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS) as Head of Project Ignite, suggested that apart from software and hardware
issues, networking should be included in the curriculum for B.Sc. at SRC, Kumbakonam.

The Academic Council also approved a joint M.C.A. programme with TCS exclusively for the employees
who had left their studies to join TCS. The curriculum is so designed that the project work done at the
industry will be considered for award of credits and additional concurrent courses will be made available.
Dr. S. Swaminathan, Dean, Sponsored Research, suggested that even graduates working in other industries
can be considered for integrated programme of M. Tech. exclusively designed, if the industry so desires. This
joint programme is in tune with the National Policy on Education to promote industry-institute interaction.
The Council also approved the establishment of a new School for Oriental Research in Sanskrit and related
studies.

Prof. R. Sethuraman, Vice Chancellor presided over the meeting. Dr. P.V. Vaidhyanathan, former Vice
Chancellor, Annamalai University, Dr. Raman Srinivasan of TCS , Dr. T. Madan Mohan and senior
academicians from SASTRA participated in the meeting.
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VI ANNUAL DAY AND SPORTS DAY CELEBRATIONS

The VI Annual Day and Sports Day celebrations of SRC
were held on 7" May 2007. Shri. G.K. Balasubramanian,
Senior General Manager, City Union Bank,
Kumbakonam, graced the occasion as the Chief guest
and gave away the prizes to the winners in Sports and
Academics.

In his address Shri. G.K. Balasubramanian, observed
that SASTRA is one of the few universities that render
service to the society in the true sense of the term by
achieving progress through quality Education. On
behalf of the general public, he expressed his desire that
SASTRA University introduced new Courses in Law,
Medicine, Fine Arts, etc., into its fold.

i -

Kum. Sowmya Narayani receiving a cash award from the Chief Guest
Kumari. Sowmya Narayani of Arts & Science and Chi.
Rashid Ahamed Bin Anwar of Engineering were
nominated as Students' chairperson and Secretary
respectively. A cash award of Rs. 5000 each was given
to A.R.R. Matriculation Hr.Sec. School, Town Hr. Sec.
School and Vallalar Hr.Sec School for the development
of their Library on account of their students' remarkable
performance in the Cultural Competitions conducted by
SASTRA. In addition to this the individual performers
were given a Cash award of Rs. 2000 for First Prize and
Rs.1000 for the Second.

SASTRA Cricket Trophy for the year 2006-2007 was
won by Banadurai Hr.Sec. School. A cash award of
Rs. 5000 was given to the school for the development of
the department of Physical Education.

Prof. V. Badrinath, Dean In-Charge, SRC presented the
Annual report. Mr.P.Senthil Kumar, the Physical
Director of SRC presented the sports report for 2006-
2007. Earlier the students' Chairperson Kum.
S. Sowmya Narayani welcomed the gathering. The
Students Secretary Chi. Rashid Ahamed Bin Anwar
proposed a vote of thanks.

SRINIVASA RAMANUJAN MEMORIAL SYMPOSIUM

Srinivasa Ramanujan Memorial Symposium on
Cryptography was organized under the auspices of
MATH FORUM, the association of the Department of
Mathematics at SRC on 26" April 2007 Prof. C.E. Veni
Madhavan, Dept of Computer Science and Automation,
Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore inaugurated the
Symposium. Faculty members of the department of
mathematics from  the main campus and SRC
participated in the programme.
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INAUGURATION OF B.Ed., PROGRAMME
UNDER DISTANCE MODE

The B.Ed., Programme under distance mode was
inaugurated on 2™ May 2007 at SRC by Prof.
K.G. Seshadri. After his brilliant inaugural address
Prof. K.G. Seshadri presented the first set of lessons to a

teacher trainee Ms. Meenakshi. Major
A. Balasubramanian, Principal, School of Education
welcomed the gathering. Dr. P. Ramani, Dean
Education and Dr. K.N. Sivaraman, visiting Professor,
SASTRA, Dr. V. Badrinath Dean in charge SRC
felicitated and Shri K.R. Ramasami, the coordinator of
the centre proposed a vote of thanks.

This year the first set of B.Ed., students of the main
stream produced 100% result in the final Examinations
held in May, 2007. A sizable number of them also got
placement in the campus interview.

{G!Seshadri gi
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INTERNSHIP AT SINGAPORE

Chi. Bharath Srinivasan, of B.Tech.
Mechanical Engineering (2007
Batch) underwent a four month
internship from December 2006 to
March 2007 at Siemens, Singapore
with a stipend of 1200 Singapore
Dollars per month. He worked in the
8| areas of Water Technologies for
environment sustainability. The basic

activity was on standardization of their product line
beginning with an equipment called liquid / liquid
hydrocyclone. Based on the performance during his
internship, a job offer was made to him by Siemens,
Singapore.

SCOPE INTERNATIONAL AWARD FOR
STUDENT PROJECT

A project titled “Simulation of Hogan TP System” done
at M/s Standard Chartered Scope International,
Bangalore, by Kum. N. Bhuvaneswari, Chi. AG. Sooraj,
Chi. Mukesh Kumar and Kum. KM. Ekta Joshi, students
of Il MCA was selected as the best project. The students
received the award at the Bangalore office in May 2007.
The award carries a citation, and a shield. Besides, each
student was given a cell phone and arise in their package
by 2000 Rupees per month when they join the company
after completion of the course.

AR

LAURELS IN IIT TECHNICAL FESTIVAL

Chi. C. Karthikeyan of III B.Tech.,
Bio-Technology won the I Prize in
'Scientific Ooze," a poster
presentation event and the II Prize in
'Idea Structural Bio &
Bioinformatics', a paper presentation
contest of Cognizance '07, conducted
by Indian Institute of Technology,
Roorkee from 23"t0 25" March 2007.

BOOK BY SASTRA FACULTY

| Dr. Kal Ranganathan Sharma,
Professor, School of Chemical and
Bio-Technology has authored a book
titled “Principles of Mass Transfer.”
The book is published by Printice-Hall
of India Private Limited, New Delhi.

The book addresses the specific needs
of undergraduate
chemical engineering students for the two
courses in Mass Transfer I and Mass
Transfer II. It is also suitable for a course
in Downstream Processing for
biotechnology students. It is priced Rs.
295.

Dr. Sharma has already authored four books, 429
conference papers and 10 journal articles.

Dr. Pudur Subramaniya Sastrigal of
the Department of Astrology,
SASTRA has authored a
book titled “Meaningful |
Fire Sacrifices.”
(Tamil) The book was
published by
M/s Vikatan
Publications, Chennai in March 2007.

SASTRA FACULTY DEPUTED TO TCS

Dr. R. Srikanth, Asst. Professor,
Department of Mathematics, and Ms.
M.G. Lakshmi Kanna, Asst.
Professor, School of Computing,
il SASTRA were deputed to M/s Tata
| Consultancy Services (TCS),
Chennai, as expert faculty for their
Project IGNITE. This programme is
the first of its kind in the IT industry to
raise B.Sc., graduates' competence to
the current I.T. Industry standards.
Dr. Srikanth and Ms. Lakshmi Kanna
were with TCS for a period of six
months (21" December to 7" May
2007) as part of the IGNITE faculty to
conduct this programme.
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SUMMER FELLOWSHIP FOR FACULTY MEMBER

MoU WITH INTEL

TIFAC CORE at SASTRA University signed a
Memorandum of Understanding with INTEL that
facilitates a smooth INTEL-SASTRA interaction.
INTEL has established a Multicore Processor
Architecture Lab. INTEL is also partnering with
SASTRA University on curriculum development and
training in VLSI and Computer Architecture.

AMITY UNIVERSITY-SASTRA WORKSHOP ON
MATHEMATICS OLYMPIAD

The Second Workshop on Mathematics Olympiad was
jointly conducted by Amity Centre for Olympiad
Science and Technology, Amity University, Noida,
Utter Pradesh and SASTRA. The workshop was held
between 14" and 23" May 2007 at the Noida University
Campus. Dr. R. Srikanth, Assistant Professor and Shri
R. Rajaraman, Lecturer of the Department of
Mathematics, SASTRA conducted the workshop as
resource persons. The workshop was conducted in two
batches — Juniors (9" and 10" Standard), Seniors (11"
and 12" Standard).

WORKSHOP ON SOFTWARE TESTING

A 3-day workshop on Software Testing was organized
by the Department of Computer Applications for the III
MCA Students, from 2™ to 4" May 2007. Shri B. Vinoth
and Shir G. Balasundaram, Senior Quality Analysts,
GFT Technology, Trichy delivered special lectures on
Q.T.P. (Quality Test Professional) and gave a
demonstration on testing. Winrunner, Loadrunner and
Testdirector were the other areas covered in the
Workshop. About 130 III MCA students participated in
the programme.

Y
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Dr. S. Adline Princy, Lecturer in the
School of Chemical and Bio-
Technology has been awarded the
IASC-INSA-NASI Summer
Fellowship 2007 by the Indian
Academy of Science, Government of
India. She has to work with

Dr. S.K. Sarin, Department of
Gastroenterology, GB Pant Hospital, New Delhi.

SASTRA TO PROVIDE WI-FI & 12 MBPS INTERNET FACILITY

The strength for SASTRA University's internet
connectivity gets doubled with its recent decision to
upgrade the existing 6 Mbps connectivity to a 12 Mbps
exclusive internet connectivity that is available
anywhere in the campus in a networked environment.
This enhancement would further encourage the students
and faculty members to seek information from the host
of online databases that SASTRA subscribes to in
addition to the wealth of information available on the
www. This enhancement also comes in the wake of
SASTRA's move to make the campus Wi-Fi enabled,
making internet browsing seamless and convenient. The
class rooms, corridors of various academic and
administrative buildings will be Wi-Fi enabled for the
convenience of faculty, students and researchers and
also for students staying in all the 8 hostels in the
campus. This 12 Mbps internet connection with 100%
burstability on a networked and Wi-Fi environment
provided at a cost of Rs. 1.75 Crores is all set to
revolutionize the teaching-learning mechanism at
SASTRA University.

CERTIFICATE COURSES

Certificate Courses of two-week duration, on a variety of
areas were conducted by various schools for all the IV
semester B.Tech. students of SASTRA during May and June,
2007.

A Certificate Course in “Technical Communication Skills”
was conducted by the Department of English for all the II
semester B.Tech. Biotechnology students

These courses, offered as a value addition, are inter-
disciplinary in nature which will increase the employability
of'the students. The courses were offered free of cost.
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BRIDGE COURSE FOR B.TECH LATERAL ENTRY STUDENTS

It is generally felt that the lateral entry students of
B.E/B.Tech courses who are directly admitted into the
second year of the course after their graduation at the
Polytechnic Colleges are facing a lot of difficulties in
their studies and that they perform poorly in the job
interviews. So to address this important problem, our
Vice Chancellor, who was instrumental in getting
approval from AICTE for admitting the Diploma
students into the second year of engineering courses,
mooted the idea of a bridge course for lateral entry
students.

Accordingly a bridge course was specially designed and
conducted with classes in General English Proficiency,
Engineering Mathematics and Basic Computer Science,
free of cost for all lateral entry students admitted to
SASTRA University in the year. The course, which was
inaugurated on 3* May 2007, was conducted for 50
days. The course was approved by 12" Academic
Council of SASTRA and the course will be a regular
feature in the ensuing years too. Dr. K. Kannan,
Professor, Department of Mathematics was the
Co-ordinator for the course.

PH. D. AT SASTRA

Smt. S. Vijayalakshmi, a full time Ph. D. scholar
defended her thesis on the topic “Identifying the
Bioactive metabolites from the marine bacteria in the
Coastal Waters of East Coast of Tamil Nadu, India,” in a
public viva voce examination held on 20" April 2007.
Dr. S. Murugesh, Assistant Professor, School of
Chemical and Bio-Technology, SASTRA was her
research Advisor.

IBM WORKSHOP ON WEB APPLICATION DEVELOPMENT

School of Computing, SASTRA University and IBM
conducted a 2-day workshop on the 25" and 26" June,
2007 on “Developing and Deploying Robust N-Tier
Web Application using IBM promoted Open Software”.
Mr. Sriram Venkatesan - IT Specialist, IBM Academic
Initiative - conducted the hands-on sessions.

The objective of this workshop was to equip the faculty
members of various colleges to effectively mentor their

student teams who may be participating in the IBM
Great Mind Challenge 2007 contest launched as part of
the IBM Academic Initiative.

Over 50 faculty members from different institutions
attended the workshop. The participants got a chance to
interact directly with the IBM professionals in
understanding some of'the latest technologies in the Web
Application Development arena. They also got good
hands-on experience in developing simple Web
Applications.

All the participants were provided with CDs containing
the Open Software, Tutorials and exercises on the
various products and several IBM Redbooks.

23" ANNUAL SPORTS DAY

The 23" Annual Sports Day was held on 19" June 2007
at SASTRA Campus. Shri N. Annavi, of Southern
Railways, Trichy, who is an International High Jumper,
National Coach, and the Vice Chairman of T.N.A.A.
Technical Committee delivered the sports day address
and distributed the prizes. Shri. V. Paramasivam,
Physical Director, presented the Annual Report. The
SASTRA trophy was given to the Red House which
secured 82 points.

L AT

Students of the Red House receiving the trophy
from the chief guest

SASTRA PROFESSOR'S LECTURE
AT TNEB TRAINING PROGRAMME

On Invitation from Tamil Nadu Electricity Board
(TNEB), Prof. R. Loganathan, School of EEE,
SASTRA delivered special lectures on the following
topics at the training programme conducted by TNEB
on 16" June 2007 in Madurai.

SASTRA UNIVERSITY (9]



Special practices in
construction and maintenance
of overhead lines and
underground cables.

Disaster Management, response
and mitigation activities with
special reference to Tsunami
2004.

As Prof. Loganathan was the then Superintending
Engineer/Additional Chief Engineer, Nagappattinam
Electricity Distribution Circle of TNEB during
Tsunami-2004, and was responsible for the speedy
rectification of Electricity work, he was specially
chosen for the above lectures. The training programme
was organized by the TNEB with the direction of the
Ministry of Power, New Delhi under the DRUM
Project (Distribution, Reforms, Upgradation
Management), in which Electrical Engineers from all
over the country participated

AWARD FOR PAPER PRESENTATION

Dr. S. Jayalalitha, Professor, School
of EEE presented a paper titled
"Virtual instrumentation based signal
analysis for fault identification in
transformers" in the International
Conference on "Trends in Industrial
| | Measurements and Automation",
held in NIT Trichy from 4" to 6",

January, 2007.

This paper has been adjudged the Second Best Paper in
the area of Measurement and Instrumentation and was
awarded a cash prize of Rs. 1000.

COMMAND 2007

Command 2007, an extravaganza for students of
Commerce and Management Studies was organized by
COMMAN FORUM at SRC, SASTRA from 28" March
to 6" April 2007. Events like Turn coat, Dumb Charade,
Ad Mad, Oratory, Group Discussion and Business Quiz
were conducted. The I & II Prize winners were duly
honoured by Prof. P. Ramani, Dean Education SASTRA

on 9" April 2007 in the valedictory ceremony of
Comman Forum.

COMMAN FORUM also organized a workshop on
“Commerce -Trends and Traits” on 11" April 2007.
Students of Commerce and Management studies
participated in it.

114" BIRTH ANNIVERSARY OF KANCHI MAMUNIVAR

The 114" Birth Anniversary of Kanchi Mamunivar, His
Holiness Shree Chandrasekarendra Saraswathy
Swamigal was celebrated in a grand manner by
SASTRA at SRC. Food packets was distributed to 500
people.
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Distribution of Food Packets

NSS ACTIVITIES

NSS volunteers of SRC involved themselves in village
health census work at Thippirajapuram on 30" March
2007. They collected statistical details regarding
chronic diseases, birth and death record, educational
qualification, financial status etc from the villagers and
ably assisted the Municipality of Kumbakonam.
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SRC NSS Volunteers took part in Helmet Awareness
Mini Marathon Rally on 10" April 2007 organized by the
Department of Police to send across the message to the
public that the law enforced is also safety ensured.
Certificates were given to the participants by the
Superintendent of Police, Thanjavur District on the

same day.
'Chikuungunya and Dengue fever Awareness Rally' was

organized by the NSS Volunteers on 19" June 2007 to
educate the general public of Kumbakonam in the cause,
the effect and the remedy for the diseases.

Mr. SASTRA '07

Weight Lifting, Power Lifting and Best Physique
(Mr. SASTRA '07) competitions were held on 8" and 9"
March 2007. The following were the winners of the
events:

Mr. SASTRA'07 — Chi. Mukeshkumar—I11 B.Tech EEE
Best Poser '07 — Chi P. Pandiyarajan—II B.Tech. BIOT
Best Lifter '07 — Chi V. Sureshkumar—IV B.Tech. ECE
Strong Man '07 — Chi K. Gopinath —IV B.Tech. Civil

23" INSTITUTION DAY

The 23" Institution Day of Shamnugha Polytechnic
College was held on 26" April 2007 at SASTRA
Campus. Prof. S. Anantha Padmanabhan, Dean, School
of Civil Engineering, SASTRA delivered the Institution
Day address and distributed the awards and prizes. As
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Prof. Anatha Padmanabhan delivering the institution day address

many as 216 students won book prizes worth
Rs. 38,323/- Best Outgoing Award for each branch and
the special awards instituted by faculty of SASTRA
were also given away by the chief guest.

BODY BUILDING

SASTRA UNIVERSITY

Chi. V. Ashokraj receiving the medal from the Principal

Chi V. Ashokraj of Second EEE, of Shanmugha
Polytechnic College won the Bronze Medal (75 Kg) in
the Thanjavur District Body Building Championship
competition held at Pattukkottai.




UPCOMING EVENTS

N

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
“"NANOMEDICINE & ITS APPLICATIONS”

18" & 19" October, 2007

CONTACT :
Dr. S. Swaminathan,
Dr. K. Uma Maheswari

Convenors
International Conferenc on
“NANOMEDICINE & ITS APPLICATIONS”
SASTRA UNIVERSITY
Thanjavur - 613 402.
Ph : 91 4362 264 101 - 108
Fax : 91 4362 264120
Email : nthc2007@sastra.edu.
Website : www.sastra.edu/nthc

. J
/ INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE \
ON
“NUMBER THEORY, THEORETICAL PHYSICS
& SPECIAL FUNCTIONS"

20" - 22™ December, 2007

Convenors
Dr. R. Balakrishnan
Dr. K. Srinivasa Rao
SRINIVASA RAMANUJAN CENTRE,
SASTRA UNIVERSITY
Kumbakonam - 612 001.
Email : icntsf@sastra.edu
Website : www.sastra.edu
Ph : 91 435 2426823, 2400822

. y
EDITORIAL BOARD

Prof. K.G. Seshadri
Prof. S. Vaidhyasubramaniam  Dean, Planning & Development
Dean, (SR) & Director (CeNTAB)
Sr. Lecturer, Dept. of English

Dean, Humanities & Sciences

Dr. S. Swaminathan
Shri G. Venkatraman
Smt S. Pramila

Shri R. Ravi

Sr. Lecturer, Dept. of English
Lecturer, Dept. of English, SRC

ITIHAS can also be viewed at www.sastra.edu

Book-Post

SASTRA UNIVERSITY

( AUNIVERSITY ESTABLISHED UNDER SECTION 3 OF THE UGC ACT, 1956)
THANJAVUR - 613 402.

TAMIL NADU
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