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Dear Readers,
India today is at the cusp of a paradigm change in its growth
trajectory and its position in the world. The thing that is most
striking is the emergence of Indian youth as the globally
preferred workforce. If this trend is to be maintained,
Universities should focus more on global talent development
to enable India's younger generation to become the country's
primary drivers of change in the coming years.

IV Quarter

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
NANOMEDICINE & ITS APPLICATIONS
A two-day International Conference on Nanomedicine & Its
Applications was organized by the Centre for
th
Nanotechnology & Advanced Biomaterials, SASTRA on 18
th
and 19 October 2007. Prof. C. N. R. Rao, National Research
Professor & Linus Pauling Research Professor and Honorary
President, Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific
Research, and Chairman, Science Advisory Council to
Honorable Prime Minister, Govt. of India inaugurated the
conference.

Recognising this trend SASTRA has restructured its
curriculum on a choice-based credit system where students
are free to choose their course of interest and faculty. They are
encouraged to pursue research, by gradually making courses
integrated with P.G. programmes and offering various thrustarea courses besides certificate courses in foreign languages.
Our students thus stand to gain an edge in the employability in
the global search for talented youth.
Two international conferences were organised during this
quarter. One was the international conference on
'Nanomedicine and its Applications' inaugurated by Prof.
C.N.R. Rao on 18th October '07. The other was organized by
the Srinivasa Ramanujan Centre of SASTRA at
Kumbakonam on 'Number Theory, Theoretical Physics and
th
st
Special Functions' on 20 and 21 December '07. The annual
'SASTRA Ramanujan Award' of USD 10,000 was given to
Dr. Ben Green of Cambridge University during the
conference.
MoUs were signed with M/s Frontier Lifeline and M/s TATA
Consultancy Services for various collaborative ventures. The
new Ladies' hostel block ‘Anasuya’ built at a cost of Rs.3
th
crores was inaugurated on 13 December 07.
This issue of ITIHAS also features a host of other events that
stand testimony to the tireless pursuit of various activities by
our faculty and students, alongside their regular academic
programmes.

Prof. C.N.R. Rao lighting the traditional lamp

“A career in science will definitely improve the quality of life
as right living needs happiness and a scientific career brings to
an individual all happiness,” said Prof. Rao while
inaugurating the conference.
In his talk titled
“Nanochemistry & Nanomaterials”, Prof. Rao highlighted the
various possible contributions of science in this emerging area
of nanotechnology and the need for high quality and quantity
of investments in this frontier area which will take our country
ahead in the global research. He dwelt on the benefits of
Nanotechnology in applications like Healthcare, Textile,
Energy, Electronics, etc. and urged young minds to explore the
wide ranging opportunities lying ahead of them. Prof. Rao
also congratulated the team at the Centre for Nanotechnology
& Advanced Biomaterials at SASTRA for identifying
healthcare-based nanotechnology as its thrust area for
research and complimented the University for organizing a
conference of this nature.

Prof. R. Sethuraman

Vice-Chancellor
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Prof. C.N.R. Rao delivering the inaugural address

Dr. Cato Laurencin during his presentation

Prof. R. Sethuraman, Vice-Chancellor in his welcome address, provided a connect between the two Dan David awardees for
2005, Prof. C. N. R. Rao and Dr. Robert Langer of MIT, USA. Dr. Cato Laurencin from the University of Virginia, was a speaker
of this conference. He is one of the outstanding students of Prof. Robert Langer. Dr. S. Swaminathan, Director, CeNTAB at
SASTRA is Dr. Cato Laurencin’s student. Hence the Centre for Nanotechnology & Advanced Biomaterials (CeNTAB) at
SASTRA University enjoys the rare privilege of getting a direct visionary support under the able scientific leadership of Prof.
C. N. R. Rao and indirect blessings from Prof. Robert Langer through Dr. Cato Laurencin.
Fifteen speakers from Universities and research laboratories in Canada, Singapore, United States and India delivered lectures on
growing relevance of nanotechnology in various healthcare applications. More than 200 delegates attended this conference The
Convener of the conference. Dr. S. Swaminathan, Director (CeNTAB) said that the centre will emerge as one of the finest in the
country and collaborate with leading research organizations across the world in the area of Nanotechnology.

The speakers and organisers with Prof. C.N.R. Rao
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON NUMBER THEORY, THEORETICAL PHYSICS AND SPECIAL FUNCTIONS
An International Conference on Number Theory, Theoretical
Physics and Special Functions was held at Srinivasa
Ramanujan Centre (SRC),
Kumbakonam, SASTRA
th
st
University on 20 and 21 December, 2007. The conference
was inaugurated by Prof. Michel Waldschmidt, Universite
Pierre et Marie Curie, France.
In his inaugural address, Prof. Waldschmidt threw light on the
outstanding contributions made by Srinivasa Ramanujan to
the field of mathematics in general and number theory in
particular. He appreciated SASTRA's efforts to encourage
research work of high quality in Ramanujan mathematics.

Prof. Waldschmidt lighting the traditional lamp

Speakers from the United States, France, England, Australia
Netherlands and India took part in the two-day conference
presenting various research papers.
Prof. Machel Waldschmidt, Universite Pierre et Marie Curie,
Prof. Tom Koornwinder, University of Amsterdam,
Netherlands, Prof. Ken Ono, University of Wisconsin,
Madison, Prof. Krishnasami Alladi, University of Florida,
USA, Prof. Ammanda Folsum, University of Wisconsin, and
Prof. Chandrasekahara Adiga, University of Mysore, analyzed
issues like Auxiliary functions in transcendental number
theory, the hierarchy of hypergeometric functions and related
algebras, Heegner divisors, L –functions and
Maass forms, Partitions with non-repeating odd
parts and q-hyper geometric identities etc.
Prof. Christan Krattenthalar, University Lyon,
France Prof. Rojer Baker, Brigham Young
University, USA, Prof. Ole Warnaar, University of
Melbourne, Australia, Prof. D.D. Somashekara,
University of Mysore, Prof. H.N. Ramaswamy,
University of Mysore, Prof. R. Jegannathan, The
Institute of Mathematical Sciences, Chennai and
Prof. K. Srinivasa Rao, SASTRA University
discussed various interesting issues like Taylor
coefficients of mirror maps, Numbers with a large
Prime factor in given set, The Selberg integral,
Stufe, Unit Stufe and Pythagoras number of ring
of integers modulo N, Hypergeometric function
and quantum theory of angular momentum, etc.

SASTRA RAMANUJAN PRIZE 2007
The 2007 SASTRA Ramanujan
Award was given at the
International Conference on
Number Theory, Mathematical
Physics, and Special Functions,
to Dr. Ben Green, Hershel Smith
Professor of Mathematics,
C a m b r i d g e U n i v e r s i t y,
England. This annual prize,
launched in 2005, is for
outstanding contributions in the
areas on mathematics influenced
by the Indian genius Srinivasa
Ramanujan. The age limit has
been set at 32 because
Ramanujan achieved so much in
his brief life of 32 years. This
award carries a citation and a
cash prize of USD10,000.
Prof. Waldschmidt presenting the SASTRA Ramanujan Award to Dr. Ben Green

SASTRA UNIVERSITY
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CITATION
“Ben Green is awarded the 2007 SASTRA Ramanujan
Prize for his phenomenal contributions to number
theory by himself and in collaboration with Terence
Tao, that have changed the face of combinatorial
additive number theory. The prize recognises the far
reaching impact of the ingenious new methods
developed by him, and in collaboration with Terence
Tao, that involve an interplay of combinatorial ideas,
number theoretic methods, and analytic techniques,
which significantly extend the powerful higher
uniformity method of Tim Gowers and the classic
Circle Method of Hardy-Littlewood-Ramanujan. The
prize recognises his many outstanding results
including his resolution of the Cameron-Erdos
conjecture, his proof of a version of Roth's theorem for
the primes in his 2005 Annals of Mathematics paper,
which ultimately led to his revolutionary joint work
with Terence Tao that confirms arbitrarily long
arithmetic progressions among the primes and settled a
celebrated long standing conjecture."
At the very young age of 30, Ben Green is at the
pinnacle of the world of mathematics. Awards and
recognitions have come to him in rapid succession
starting with the Smith Prize at Cambridge
University in 2001 while he was doing his Ph.D.
under Fields Medalist Tim Gowers, the Clay
Mathematics Fellowship in 2005, and his
appointment as Hershel Smith Professor at Cambridge
University in 2006.
He also delivered one of the invited lectures at the
International Congress of Mathematicians in Madrid
in 2006. Green is also Fellow of Trinity College,
Cambridge, following the great tradition of that
college where Hardy and Ramanujan were Fellows.
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SRINIVASA RAMANUJAN COMMEMORATIVE LECTURE
The 121st birth anniversary of Srinivasa Ramanujan was
celebrated on 22nd December 2007. Dr. Ben Joseph Green,
Herschel Smith Professor of Mathematics at Cambridge
University, England and the recipient of SASTRA
RAMANUJAN Award for the year 2007, delivered the 5th
Ramanujan Commemorative lecture. Professor Green Spoke
on his theory which confirms the existence of arbitrarily long
arithmetic progressions among the prime numbers. His work
done in collaboration with Fields Medalist and SASTRA
Ramanujan Award Winner (2008) Terence Tao, has its
origins in the Hardy – Littlewood - Ramanujan circle method.

Dr. Ben Green at his presentation

Dr. Ben Green, Dr. Krishnaswamy Alladi and
the Members of Organizing Committee in front of bust of Ramanujan
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MoU WITH TCS
Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) signed an MoU with
SASTRA University to facilitate higher education
opportunities to all the TCS Ignite trainees. The MoU was
signed on 3rd December, 2007 by Mr. Ravi Vishwanathan, VP
and Head TCS Chennai Operations, and
Prof. S. Vaidhyasubramaniam, Dean, Planning &
Development, SASTRA University.
The arrangement will allow TCS Ignite trainees who join
TCS after a B.Sc degree to have the best of both worlds in
gaining valuable practical experience from Industry, while at
the same time securing a Masters' degree from a leading
university. With this tie-up, science graduates selected by
TCS for its Ignite programme across the country will take
advantage of the opportunity to pursue an MCA degree from
SASTRA University even as they gain valuable industry
experience.
Prof. S. Vaidhyasubramaniam highlighted that "This
innovative model of industry academia partnership enables
those aspiring for a Masters' degree to join an Industry
Leader, gain experience, while at the same time continue their
academic pursuits,” said Mr. Ravi Vishwanathan. “It goes to
demonstrate TCS' commitment to people development and
showcases our ability to take professional excellence across
much wider sections of the society.”
This unique relationship between TCS and SASTRA
emphasizes participative industry-institute interaction and
hence adds diversity to the teaching-learning mechanisms.

This attempt will not only enhance the academic profile of the
Ignite associates but also provides a platform for continuous
learning which is an integral part in any work environment"
Learning at TCS Ignite will now also have a formal academic
recognition as part of a degree programme This is an
innovative collaborative arrangement between TCS and
SASTRA, wherein 50% of the required coursework will be
delivered by TCS Ignite training, and the rest will be delivered
through a mix of on-line and blended learning. Ignite trainees
who successfully complete three years with TCS will be
eligible for the award of the MCA degree by SASTRA. The
first batch of Ignite trainees who joined in December 2006
would sign up for this course shortly. "TCS has always
encouraged its associates to learn and develop competencies”
said Thomas Simon, Vice President, Human Resources. As a
part of this, we have started this new initiative for our Ignite
associates, who are currently graduates, to obtain a higher
degree"
About TCS Ignite:
TCS Ignite is the company's pioneering initiative to help
science graduates transform into software professionals.
Designed as an intensive seven-month programme with live
project experience, TCS Ignite aims to equip maths and
science graduates with the skills necessary to pursue a career
in the fast-growing IT industry. It is a new initiative in learning
that is specially designed to build a strong foundation in
software through a customized curriculum.

Authorities of TCS and SASTRA during the signing of MoU

SASTRA UNIVERSITY
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MoU WITH FRONTIER LIFELINE
SASTRA University entered into an MoU
with Frontier Lifeline, Chennai for
collaborative partnership in the emerging
area of Medical Biotechnology. The MoU
facilitates mutual relationship building
activities such as research exchange,
faculty internships and also specific
educational programmes on Medical
Biotechnology. Dr. K. M. Cherian,
Chairman, Frontier Lifeline and
Prof. R. Sethuraman, Vice-Chancellor,
SASTRA University signed the MoU in the
presence of Dr. Sanjay Cherian, Director of
Admin and Staff Surgeon, Frontier Lifeline
and Dr. S. Swaminathan, Director for the
Center for Nanotechnology and Advanced
Our Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Sanjay Cherian and others
Biomaterials (CeNTAB) on October 25,
2007 at Chennai. While briefing the
gathering on the work done by SASTRA University, Dr. S. Swaminathan highlighted the work done by the CeNTAB in the area of
Medical Technology wherein the ongoing projects aim at using nanotechnology to develop 3-D cardiovascular grafts, drug
delivery system for skin regeneration, targeted drug delivery for cancer cure, nanofiber mats for wound dressing, etc. Dr. K. M.
Cehrian also explained the areas of synergy between SASTRA and Frontier and expressed hope that joint research in the area of
cardio-vascular diseases offers a lot of scope in changing the quality of human life. He also stressed the need for enhancing the
skills of medical practitioners and researchers by way of various training and teaching programmes and also highlighted the
various academic and research initiatives of Frontier.

GERMAN JOURNAL ACCOLADE TO SASTRA INTERNS

A feature story appeared in the
German Journal, SOEST of 9th
November, 2007 applauding our IV
B.Tech. Students Chi. Kannan
Sankaran and Chi. Vaidhyanath
Ramachandran for developing an
efficient motor which directly
converts Chemical Energy into
Electrical Energy. It will be an
alternate motor for automobile
sector. These young researchers are
undergoing their internship at the
Technical University of SOEST,
Germany, under the guidance of
Prof. Karl-Heinz Mueller. They
have made SASTRA proud by their
credit worthy creative application of
their research aptitude.
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XIII ACADEMIC COUNCIL MEETING

RESEARCH ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING
st

The Thirteenth Academic Council meeting was held on 1
December 2007. Dr. B. Ilango, former Vice Chancellor,
Bharatiyar University, Coimbatore was newly inducted as the
External Member of the academic council. Dr. P.V.
Vaidhyanathan, former Vice Chancellor, Annamalai
University, Dr. T. Madhan Mohan of the Department of Biotechnology, Govt. of India were the other external members
present.
The council ratified all the regular academic and curricular
resolutions. Dr. Ilango expressed his view that there is a need
to concentrate on a sound background in soft skills and
mathematics during the first semester of the B.Tech.
programme.
The council resolved to form a committee with Dr. B. Ilango,
D r. P.V. Vai d h y a n a t h a n , D r. P.S . S r i n i v a s a n ,
Dr. K. Thiyagarajan, Dr. S. Swaminathan and
Dr. T.R. Sivaramakrishnan as members to formulate the rules
and regulations for awarding D.Sc. and D.Litt. Degrees.

The committee reviewed a select set of 11 ongoing funded
research projects and the doctoral research of 16 Ph.D.
Scholars of SASTRA who have just submitted their theses for
evaluation. This measure is to ensure the quality of the
research work done at SASTRA.

The Academic Council meeting in progress

The Research Advisory Committee Meeting

The first meeting of the Research Advisory Council of
SASTRA was held on 19th and 20th November, 2007, under
the Chairmanship of Prof. V.S. Ramamurthy, Chairman,
Board of Governors, IIT, Delhi & Former Secretary,
Department of Science and Technology, Govt. of India. Dr.
A. Gnanam, Former Vice Chancellor, Pondicherry Central
University and Former Chairman, NAAC,
Dr. V. Gopalakrishnan, Former Executive Director, BHEL
and Dr. O.P. Agarwal, Emeritus Scientist, Indian Council for
Medical Research, New Delhi were the other external
members.

A Presentation in progress

SASTRA UNIVERSITY
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SASTRA-SINGAPORE ALUMNI CHAPTER

Ph.D. BY FACULTY
Prof. D. Valavan, School of
Mechanical Engineering, obtained his
Ph.D. from Bharathidasan University,
Trichy in December, 2007 on the
Topic “Investigations on the
Performance and Emissions of Direct
Injection C I Engine Fuelled with
Diesel Vegetable Oil Blends”

Ph.D. AT SASTRA
Shri V. Srihari, Senior Lecturer,
School of Civil Engineering defended
his PhD thesis titled “Studies on
Adsorption Capacities of Selective
Indigenous Agro-wastes for
Dephenolation of Aqueous Media” at
th
a viva voce examination held on 5
November 2007. Dr. Ashutosh Das,
Assistant Professor, School of Civil
Engg. was his research advisor.

Dr. S. Swaminathan speaking to the Alumini at Singapore

A Meeting of the SASTRA-Singapore Alumni Chapter was
held on 1st December 2007 at YEW TEE Community Hall,
Singapore. Dr. S. Swaminathan, Dean, Sponsored Research
and Director, Centre for Nanotechnology & Advanced Biomaterials, SASTRA participated in the meeting. As many as
110 alumni of SASTRA University with their spouses and
children attended the meeting. The reunion turned out to be a
most memorable occasion for them. They fondly reminisced
their days at SASTRA and also evinced keen interest in the
growth of SASTRA.

CASH AWARD
The management has announced a cash award of Rs. One
Lakh each to Dr. D. Valavan and Dr. V. Srihari as a research
incentive for having completed their Ph.D. Programme
without compromising teaching assignments.

ORIENTATION COURSE ON YOUTH PARLIAMENT

A section of the audience

Smt. S. Pramila, Senior Lecturer, Department of English,
SASTRA attended the Orientation Course for the
th
Coordinators of the 9 National Inter University Youth
Parliament Competition 2007-08, organised by the Ministry
of Parliamentary Affairs, New Delhi. The course was held on
th
th
11 and 12 December 2007 at the University of Kalyani,
Nadia, West Bengal. It was a preparatory course for the zonal
level competition to be held shortly. Representatives from 28
Universities from all over the country attended the meet. Shri
Bhoj Raj, Under Secretary Parliamentary Affairs, Smt.
Santosh Prava, Deputy Secretary, Parliamentary Affairs
conducted the course.

Group Photo
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CAMP FOR APPLYING PASSPORT
A special camp for applying for passport was organised on
27th October 2007 at SASTRA Campus. Over 1000 students
of SASTRA registered online for their passports during the
camp. Earlier Shri S. Balachandran, Regional Passport
Officer, Trichy addressed the students on how to applying
for passport online. Later the officials verified the documents
and accepted the applications from students and staff. This
camp enabled the students to apply for their passports in the
campus without visiting the passport office at Trichy or
elsewhere. The NSS Programme Officers and faculty
members coordinated the conduct of the camp.

NCC CAMP

pattern of IGNOU. The book touches all aspects of teaching of
Tamil, enabling the B.Ed., (Distance Education) students of
SASTRA University to choose Teaching of Tamil as their
optional subject. The material was published in November
2007.

KUDOS TO DR. SELVAVINAYAGAM
Dr. S. Selvavinayagam, Professor, School of Education,
SASTRA has won the Gold Medal for standing first in the
M.A., Examination in Sanskrit held in April 2007 of the
Bharathidasan University. He thus shines as a model of
excellence in academic pursuit for which age is no constraint.
He received the medal at the convocation of the
Bharathidasan University held on September 12, 2007.

The NCC Cadets of SASTRA attended the Annual Training
Camp held at Jamal Mohamed College, Trichy from 26th
December to 4th January 2008. 20 cadets from Army Wing
[4(TN)Girls Battallion] and 7 from Air Wing [3(TN)Air Sqn.
(Tech.)] attended
the camp. Our
cadets grouped
under Bravo
Company won
several prizes in the
competitions
conducted during
the camp.

SEMINAR ON ENERGY CONSERVATION
A one-day seminar on “Energy Conservation” was conducted
by the school of Electrical and Electronics Engineering on
14th December 2007. A special lecture was delivered by Shri
A.Sagayaraj, Senior Manager, Transmission and Distribution
Training Center, TNEB, Madurai. TNEB Officials and
Students of EEE participated in this Seminar.

WORKSHOP ON TESTING AND COMMISSIONING
OF SUBSTATION

Dr. Selvavinayagam receiving the Gold Medal
from the Governor

NEW LADIES’ HOSTEL
‘Anasuya’, the New Ladies’ Hostel Block, with a total
occupying area of 26,312 sq. ft. has been constructed at a cost
of Rs.3 crores. The three storeyed structure has 44 rooms (bath
attached), a Study Hall and a T.V. Hall. The block which was
th
inaugurated on 13 December, 2007 can accommodate 172
students.

Five staff members of the Electrical and Electronics
Engineering department of SASTRA and one staff from SRC
Kumbakonam attended a two-day Workshop on Testing and
Commissioning of Substation Equipments conducted by the
Tamil Nadu Electricity Board at Thanjavur, held on7th and 8th
December, 2007. Prof.R.Loganathan, School of EEE,
SASTRA delivered a lecture on “Instrument Transformers”
to the participants of the above workshop.

COURSE MATERIAL ON TEACHING OF TAMIL
Dr. S. Selvavinayagam, Professor, School of
Education, SASTRA has produced course
material on 'Teaching of Tamil' for B.Ed.,
course. The material has been prepared
following the Self Instructional Material (SIM)
A view of the New Ladies’ Hostel

SASTRA UNIVERSITY
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L-RAMP AT SASTRA
The School of Civil Engineering SASTRA, in
association with Gandhigram Rural University,
Ganghigram and Lemelson Foundation U.S.A
Conducted a technical Presentation contest, 'My Idea'
th
for the III B-Tech students of SASTRA on 13 October,
2007. About 50 students from all the schools registered
for the contest and 31 students presented their ideas
before the jury comprising Prof. M.G. Sethuraman, Prof
Murali of GRU and Dr. T.R. Neelakandan of SASTRA.
Out of the 17 presentations the best 5 were selected for
the second round of this contest to be held in February
2008 at IIT Madras and L-RAMP will sponsor their
entire expenses for the second round. A cash prize of
Rs.3000, 2000 and 1000 were distributed to the students
who secured the first three places respectively. The
Experts expressed that out of more than 60 institutions
where this programme was conducted the presentations
of SASTRA students were the best, and have agreed to
organize similar contests for the Final year and Second
year students also shortly. Dr. M.G. Sethuraman
Coordinator L-RAMP GRU and Dr. S. Ravindar,
Professor, SoCE, SASTRA were the coordinators

GRAND ANICUT CANAL COMMAND AREA USERS' MEET
Cauvery delta is one among the Anicut deltas. It was
formed about several hundred years back. Due to the
uninterrupted water supply and fertile soil, there has
been good wet crop cultivation in the delta.
Due to the monsoon failure, coupled with the
impounding of water in the upper reaches, there have
been crop failures in the delta in the recent past.
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To meet this situation, the School of Civil Engineering,
SASTRA University has taken up a Research study in the
Grand Anicut Canal Command Area with funds from the
Department of Science and Technology, Government of
India at the instance of our Former President of India Dr.
A.P.J.Abdul Kalam. Geology, Hydrogeology, Agronomy
and Water Quality, Alternate crops are the areas in which
studies are being carried out now.
The main objective of this project is to attain sustainable
water resources development with the dependable water
resources and to suggest use of Alternative Crops based
on agronomy and nature of the soil.
A User Interaction Meet with participation from farmers'
organizations with representations from Cauvery Delta
Users' Association, Government agencies like
Groundwater Department, Public Works Department,
Tamilnadu Water Supply and Drainage Board,
Agriculture Engineering Department, Tamilnadu
Agriculture University, Bank officials and others was
held at P.S.Sivasamy Iyer Higher Secondary School,
Thirukkattupalli on 28th November, 2007. Dr. Bhoop
Singh, Head, NRDMS Division, Department of Science
and Technology, Government of India, presided over the
meeting. The participants appreciated the efforts taken by
SASTRA University and Department of Science and
Technology, Government of India.
Representations were made to augment the flow in The
Grand Anicut System by injecting surplus water,
trimming up of Grand Anicut Canal and more effective
utilization of jungle and drainage streams in and around
and better watershed management of the area. Emphasis
was also made on the use of effective rotation of crops
requiring lesser water consumption.

SASTRA UNIVERSITY
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SASTRA FACULTY TRAIN COGNIZANT EMPLOYEES
Based on the request from M/s Cognizant Technology
Solutions (CTS), Chennai, faculty members from SASTRA
offered Entry Level Training Programme (ELTP) for the
campus recruits of CTS. Eight faculty members of the
Department of Computer Applications were resource persons
for the programme.
They taught modules on the
fundamentals of :
1. Problem Solving and C
2. Database Management Systems
3. Systems Analysis and Design

The programme was held in Siruseri / Thoraipakkam facilities
th
th
of Congnizant in Chennai between 13 November and 27
December, 2007. Shri M. Raja, Shri A.D. Srivastan, Shri
M.A.K. Jailani, Miss. M. Ramya, Smt M.V. Judy, Shri A.
Mahindran, Shri V. Anand, Shri V. Prakash were the faculty
who handled the sessions.
Each of the staff members handled classes for 3 to 6 days, 6
hours daily. SASTRA University extended this service to
Cognizant as part of industry- institution interaction. The feed
back received from the participants was encouraging.

Our faculty members handling classes at CTS premises

ISHA YOGA CLASSES AT SASTRA
th

th

Isha Yoga classes were conducted at SASTRA campus between 10 and 15 October 2007 in two batches (morning/evening) for
the students of SASTRA. Guided meditation and transmission of Shambavi Maha Mudra – a powerful process of immeasurable
antiquity were offered to purify the human system and improve health, productivity, mental balance and inner well being. The
regular practice of these tools learnt from the Isha Yoga programme will result in: mental clarity and emotional balance, ability to
handle stressful situations, improved communication and inter-human relationships and a positive and open approach to life.
112 students who attended the programme gained the powerful tools to cope with hectic pace of modern life and move into a new
plane for living and working. Shri Ramesh of the Isha Yoga Centre, Velliangiri foot hills, Coimbatore, conducted the classes.
Dr. S. Pugazhenthi, Professor, School of Mechanical Engineering was the coordinator.

SASTRA UNIVERSITY
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TRAFFIC AWARENESS RALLY
NCC cadets of SRC, Kumbakonam, Govt Arts College,
Town Higher Secondary School and Arignar Anna Govt.
Higher Secondary School, Kumbakonam participated in a
procession highlighting the significance of the Awareness of

Our NCC Cadets distributing pamphlets

Traffic Rules among the Public, on 22 November 2007. The
Procession, began from Mahamaham Tank and reached
SASTRA University Campus.
Mr. Krishnamoorthy,
Inspector of Police, Kumbakonam inaugurated the
procession. Later at a function organized in this connection,
Subedar Major M.E. Ponnappa presided over and
Prof.V. Chandrasekar, SASTRA University delivered the
presidential address. Around 300 NCC Cadets, both boys and
girls, took part in the procession.

Cadets issued pamphlets to the public for creating awareness
on blood and eye donation. These functions were organized on
the eve of NCC Flag Day.

NSS ACTIVITIES
Around 45 N.S.S volunteers of the N.S.S. wing at SRC
rendered 24 hour Service at Sri Sarangapani temple on
th
20 December, 2007 during the Vaikunda Ekadesi
Festival. Police and Municipal officials appreciated the
efforts of the volunteers.

NCC DAY CELEBRATIONS

FILARIASIS AWARENESS RALLY

NCC Day was observed on 24th November 2007 at SRC,
Kumbakonam. Prof. V. Chandrasekar, SASTRA University
inaugurated the function. Saplings were planted in the
campus to mark the occasion. Handbooks on NCC were
issued to the cadets of SASTRA University by the president
and he spoke on the role and importance of NCC. The NCC
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30 NSS volunteers took part in Filariasis disease
Prevention Awareness Rally organized by the Health
Department of Kumbakonam Municipality on 21st
December 2007 emphasizing the need for taking DEC
and Alfendasole tablets at least once in a year. Dr.
Prabhakaran, Municipal Health Officer inaugurated the
rally and Shri S.P. Thamizhazhagan, Municipal
Chairman, presided over the programme.
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WORK SHOP ON TEACHING GRAMMAR
For the benefit of the students of B.Ed. programme, a two-day
workshop on teaching grammar was jointly organized by
School of Education and Department of English at SRC on
th
th
13 and 14 December, 2007 at SRC. Dr.N. Krishnaswamy
Former Dean Academics, Central Institute of English and
Foreign Languages acted as the resource person. He
demonstrated the techniques of making grammar teaching
an interesting option. Question framing, Reporting,
Punctuating are some of the topics handled by the expert.

Dr. Krishnaswamy enlivening grammar

INTEL TEACH PROGRAMME
Shri. A. Sivasankar and Shri. R. Nandakumar of the School of
Education, SRC attended
the one-week 'Intel Teach
Programme' conducted by Intel. This programme was jointly
sponsored by National Council for Teacher Education
[NCTE] and Intel Technology India Pvt. Ltd. The participants
were certified as master trainers by Intel.

INTER SCHOOL STUDENTS CULTURAL FESTIVAL
Inter School students Cultural Festival [ISSCF] is being
organized every year at SRC to motivate and encourage school
students to improve their skills in extra curricular activities.
Various competitions like oratorical contests in English and
Tamil, Quiz Contest, Carnatic Vocal Music, Instrumental
Music and Cricket tournament are conducted for the students.
A cash award of Rs.2000 is given to the winner and Rs.1000 to
the student who secures the second position in each
competition. In addition to these individual prize a Special
Prize of Rs.5000 is awarded to the participating school for the
development of School Library /Department of Physical
Education. This year the cultural festival was organized
between 26th and 29th November, 2007. As many as 150
Students from 19 schools in and around Kumbakonam
participated in the competitions. Prizes for the winners will be
awarded during the University Day function.

STAFF TRAINING PROGRAMME ON
SELF INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS
Shri. A. Sivasankar and Shri.
R.Nandakumar
of the School of
Education at Srinivasa Ramanujan
Centre, attended the National Workshop
on Development of Self Learning
Materials for Distance and Online
Learning, conducted in Delhi by the Staff
Training and
Research Institute of Distance Education
(STRIDE) of Indira Gandhi National
Open University for six days from 29th
rd
October to 3 November, 2007. Vital
issues pertaining to the field of Education
like Designing course Structure,
Developing course material in
accordance with teaching objectives and
the psychology of the Learners and Framing e-content for
online learning, figured in the discussions held during the
workshop.
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BODY BUILDING

UPCOMING EVENTS

Chi. P. Pandiarajan, III B.Tech, (Bio-Tech) and Chi. V. Ashok
Raj, II Diploma of Shanmugha Polytechnic won the second
and the third prize respectively in the District Level Mr.
Mahesh Classic-2007 Body Building Competition held at
Thirukkattupalli on 30th December, 2007.

www.daksh.sastra.edu
www.ks.sastra.edu
The countdown has begun
Book-Post

Our Registrar giving away the prize to the winner

SNIPPETS FROM SHANMUGHA POLYTECHNIC COLLEGE
TOP SCORERS FELICITATED

The second and third year diploma students of various
branches who secured more than 90% of marks in the
October, 2007 Board Examination were felicitated at a
function organized on 31st December, 2007. Prof. A.
Ramaswamy, Dean, Training & Placement, SASTRA
was the chief guest and Prof. B. Venkatramani,
Principal presided over the function.

EDITORIAL BOARD
Prof. K.G. Seshadri

Dean, Humanities & Sciences

Prof. S. Vaidhyasubramaniam Dean, Planning & Development
Dr. S. Swaminathan

Dean, (SR) & Director (CeNTAB)

Shri G. Venkatraman

Sr. Lecturer, Dept. of English

Smt S. Pramila

Sr. Lecturer, Dept. of English

Shri R. Ravi

Lecturer, Dept. of English, SRC

ITIHAS can also be viewed at www.sastra.edu
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